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Three Model Responses: The White Bone Demon, the Two

Monkey Kings, the True Scriptures

Using three episodes as models, let us watch a reading response walk from plot to
feeling: the White Bone Demon, the two monkey kings, and the true scriptures. All
three demos follow the same ratio: one sentence of plot, two or three sentences of

personal experience, one sentence of lesson.

The White Bone Demon demo. The plot passes in one line: Sun Wukong kills the
demon three times as it appears as a village girl, an old woman, and an old man, yet
his master chants the headband spell and drives him away, and he bows goodbye through
tears. The feeling then turns to real life: last term a classmate accused me of
taking his eraser, I explained again and again and nobody believed me, and I cried in
the hallway, and in that moment I suddenly understood why Wukong looked back three
times before leaving. Being misunderstood is the hardest feeling, and only those who

have been misunderstood know the weight of loyalty.

The two monkey kings demo. Plot: the six—eared macaque becomes a second Sun
Wukong, and they fight all the way to Guanyin and the Buddha before the impostor is
exposed. Feeling: my deskmate and I once competed for one math contest place, and
before the exam I hid his registration form, so I lost, and what I lost was not the

place but myself. The Buddha exposed the macaque in front of everyone, and the part
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of me that wanted to cheat also needs to be admitted in front of myself once.

The true scriptures demo. Plot: after all eighty-one trials, the scriptures are
soaked and damaged while crossing the river. Feeling: I practiced piano for two years
and still played two wrong notes at the recital, yet the whole hall applauded when I
finished. The true scriptures are not about making no mistakes; they are about

walking through all eighty-one trials.

The shared pattern of the three demos: the plot is only a hook, and the body of a
reading response is your own story. When writing, pick one episode first, then find

one experience, then write one lesson you understood, and never reverse that order.
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