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Three Steps to a Good Reading Response: One Touching

Point, One Experience, One Lesson

Many elementary students turn a reading response into a plot summary: the first
half retells the story, the last line says I was very moved, and there is nothing in
between. The problem is that no bridge exists between the plot and the feeling. Three
steps can build that bridge.

Step one is to choose one touching point. Do not try to write about the whole
book, because one reading response can hold only one moment. Pick the place where
your heart moved: the moment Sun Wukong is wrongly blamed and driven away in Three
Strikes against the White Bone Demon, the moment the six—eared macaque impersonates
Wukong and the fight reaches the Bodhisattva, or the moment the four travelers
finally stand before the true scriptures after eighty-one trials. The test of a

touching point is simple: thinking of it gives you something to say.

Step two is to connect it to your own life. Ask yourself: have I met something
similar? Misunderstood by Mom and not believed, competing with a classmate for the
same position, wanting to quit the piano halfway. Choose the experience closest to
the touching point and write it in two or three sentences, with time, place, and
detail. Once the connection between the book and real life is found, the feeling has

roots.
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Step three is to state one lesson of your own. Do not write big slogans like we
should learn Wukong’ s brave spirit. Write the small truth you actually understood:
being misunderstood does not mean giving up explaining, and the real rival is often

my own laziness.

Finally, two sentence patterns you can use at once. Opening: After reading
Journey to the West, the moment that touched me most is . Closing: The road to
the scriptures is still walking inside me, and next time I meet  , I will remember

~ from the book. The patterns help you start, but the blanks must be filled with

your own true story, or the response is not yours.
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