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How to Arrange Materials in a 300-Word Reading Response:

Plot, Experience, Lesson

For a third grader writing a three—hundred-word reading response, the hardest
part is not writing but arranging the materials. The assignment asks for three
materials: Sun Wukong being misunderstood by his master in the White Bone Demon
episode, one time the writer was misjudged by a classmate, and the lesson of keeping
doing right things. The three materials fit neatly into three paragraphs, one each,

and the order must not change.

Paragraph one is the plot, kept between eighty and one hundred words. Do not
start from the stone monkey’ s birth; go straight into the episode: the demon turns
into a village girl, an old woman, and an old man, Wukong sees through it and swings
his golden staff, yet his master says he hurt people, chants the headband spell, and
finally drives him away. End the paragraph with one line of reaction: reading this
part, my heart was anxious and angry, and I wished I could climb into the book and

explain for Wukong.

Paragraph two is the personal experience, about one hundred twenty words, the
longest part. Choose a true event: a classmate lost a pen and insisted I took it,
nobody believed my explanations, and I was so sad I could not eat dinner. Keep one

detail while writing, such as dumping everything from my schoolbag onto the desk to
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prove myself. The detail is the bone of this paragraph; without it the paragraph goes
soft.

Paragraph three is the lesson, sixty to eighty words. Connect Wukong with
yourself: after being driven away he still came back to save his master, which shows
that doing right is not scary even when misunderstood. Then return to yourself: next
time I am misjudged, I will not cry; I will explain clearly, and if people still do

not believe me, I will keep a clean heart anyway.

With three paragraphs arranged, the word count lands near three hundred. Check
once more: did the plot pass one hundred words? Are there too many adjectives? Delete
words like very brave and extremely powerful, and replace them with he raised the

golden staff and struck, and the childlike voice appears by itself.
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