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A Model Essay Reviewed Paragraph by Paragraph: Why I
Admire Sun Wukong Works

First read a model essay at third—-grade level, then take it apart paragraph by

paragraph to see why it works, so children can write their own following this shape.

Model paragraph one: My favorite chapter is the Three Strikes on the White Bone
Demon. The demon becomes a village girl bringing food, an old woman looking for her
daughter, an old man looking for people, and Sun Wukong sees through it at a glance,
staff rising and falling. His master, with ordinary mortal eyes, says he killed three
good people, chants the spell until Wukong rolls on the ground, and sends him back to
Flower Fruit Mountain. Reading this part I slapped the book shut on the desk: they
were all fooled! Review: the plot takes only four sentences, the three
transformations pass quickly, and the weight lands on the master’ s wrong judgment,
which catches the word misunderstanding in the title. The gesture of slapping the

book is the writer’ s own, not copied.

Model paragraph two: Last term our class fund went missing, and the sports
monitor pointed at me and said you were the last one to collect schoolbags. I turned
my bag inside out, pouring pencils, erasers, and half a cookie all over the desk, yet

still nobody believed me. I cried face—down on the desk, and my tears soaked a hole
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through the math homework. Review: this is the best part of the essay. Turning the
bag, dumping the desk, soaking the homework, three details you can all see, and not

one line says I was wronged, yet the wrongness lives entirely in the pictures.

Model paragraph three: Later the fund was found in the teacher’s desk drawer, and
the teacher apologized to me. But I keep thinking of the driven—away Wukong, who
rushed back from Flower Fruit Mountain the moment he heard his master was in danger.
I think: when you do right, being misunderstood does not break you, because the truth
can walk on its own. Review: the lesson grows out of the story and the real event
instead of being pasted on as a slogan, and a line like the truth can walk on its own

is a good line from a third grader.

The whole essay runs about three hundred twenty words, one paragraph each for
plot, experience, and lesson, and both the ratio and the language can be imitated

directly.
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