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How to Arrange Materials in a 300-Word Reading Response:

Plot, Experience, Lesson

For a third grader writing a three—hundred-word reading response, the hardest
part is not writing but arranging the materials. The assignment asks for three
materials: Sun Wukong being misunderstood by his master in the White Bone Demon
episode, one time the writer was misjudged by a classmate, and the lesson of keeping
doing right things. The three materials fit neatly into three paragraphs, one each,

and the order must not change.

Paragraph one is the plot, kept between eighty and one hundred words. Do not
start from the stone monkey’ s birth; go straight into the episode: the demon turns
into a village girl, an old woman, and an old man, Wukong sees through it and swings
his golden staff, yet his master says he hurt people, chants the headband spell, and
finally drives him away. End the paragraph with one line of reaction: reading this
part, my heart was anxious and angry, and I wished I could climb into the book and

explain for Wukong.

Paragraph two is the personal experience, about one hundred twenty words, the

longest part. Choose a true event: a classmate lost a pen and insisted I took it,
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nobody believed my explanations, and I was so sad I could not eat dinner. Keep one
detail while writing, such as dumping everything from my schoolbag onto the desk to
prove myself. The detail is the bone of this paragraph; without it the paragraph goes
soft.

Paragraph three is the lesson, sixty to eighty words. Connect Wukong with
yourself: after being driven away he still came back to save his master, which shows
that doing right is not scary even when misunderstood. Then return to yourself: next
time I am misjudged, I will not cry; I will explain clearly, and if people still do

not believe me, I will keep a clean heart anyway.

With three paragraphs arranged, the word count lands near three hundred. Check
once more: did the plot pass one hundred words? Are there too many adjectives? Delete
words like very brave and extremely powerful, and replace them with he raised the

golden staff and struck, and the childlike voice appears by itself.
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A Model Essay Reviewed Paragraph by Paragraph: Why I
Admire Sun Wukong Works

First read a model essay at third—-grade level, then take it apart paragraph by

paragraph to see why it works, so children can write their own following this shape.

Model paragraph one: My favorite chapter is the Three Strikes on the White Bone
Demon. The demon becomes a village girl bringing food, an old woman looking for her
daughter, an old man looking for people, and Sun Wukong sees through it at a glance,
staff rising and falling. His master, with ordinary mortal eyes, says he killed three
good people, chants the spell until Wukong rolls on the ground, and sends him back to
Flower Fruit Mountain. Reading this part I slapped the book shut on the desk: they
were all fooled! Review: the plot takes only four sentences, the three
transformations pass quickly, and the weight lands on the master’s wrong judgment,
which catches the word misunderstanding in the title. The gesture of slapping the

book is the writer’ s own, not copied.

Model paragraph two: Last term our class fund went missing, and the sports
monitor pointed at me and said you were the last one to collect schoolbags. I turned
my bag inside out, pouring pencils, erasers, and half a cookie all over the desk, yet
still nobody believed me. I cried face—down on the desk, and my tears soaked a hole
through the math homework. Review: this is the best part of the essay. Turning the
bag, dumping the desk, soaking the homework, three details you can all see, and not

one line says I was wronged, yet the wrongness lives entirely in the pictures.

Model paragraph three: Later the fund was found in the teacher’ s desk drawer, and
the teacher apologized to me. But I keep thinking of the driven—away Wukong, who
rushed back from Flower Fruit Mountain the moment he heard his master was in danger.
I think: when you do right, being misunderstood does not break you, because the truth
can walk on its own. Review: the lesson grows out of the story and the real event
instead of being pasted on as a slogan, and a line like the truth can walk on its own

is a good line from a third grader.

The whole essay runs about three hundred twenty words, one paragraph each for
plot, experience, and lesson, and both the ratio and the language can be imitated

directly.
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Three Faults in Third—-Grade Responses: Stacked
Adjectives, Pure Retelling, Pasted Slogans

Third graders writing essays titled I Admire Sun Wukong most often fall into
three faults. Each fault comes with real sentences from real student essays as

samples, and the repair is written right beside it.

Fault one: adjectives stacked on adjectives. Sun Wukong is very brave, extremely
powerful, truly amazing, he is an incomparably great hero. Six adjectives in four
sentences read as empty air. The repair: replace adjectives with actions and results.
Write that the demon changed shapes again and again and he struck again and again,
and when his master chanted the spell he rolled on the ground in pain yet never

fought back. The word brave never appears, yet bravery stands up.

Fault two: endless retelling. The student writes from the havoc in heaven all the
way back from the scriptures, telling every Wukong story, with not one sentence about
himself. The repair: circle the three materials the title requires, give each one
paragraph, and delete every other episode. The urge to tell more stories can be

redirected: save the other stories for the next reading response.
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Fault three: a pasted slogan as the lesson. The ending says we should learn
Wukong’ s persistent spirit of fighting demons and be good young citizens. Slogans
stand too far from a child, and the child himself does not believe them. The repair:
the lesson must grow from the real event in paragraph two. The lesson grown from
being misjudged by a classmate is: when misunderstood, do not cry first, lay out the
evidence, and if people still disbelieve after the evidence, simply keep a clean

heart.

Before handing in, self-check with three questions. Count the adjectives, and if
there are more than five, cut them down to five. Look at the paragraph about
yourself, and see whether it takes up half the essay. Read the last sentence and ask
whether only you could have written it. If all three questions pass, the response
will not be bad. When revising, fix one fault at a time, so the child does not get

tired and improves faster.
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