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Three Faults in Third—-Grade Responses: Stacked
Adjectives, Pure Retelling, Pasted Slogans

Third graders writing essays titled I Admire Sun Wukong most often fall into
three faults. Each fault comes with real sentences from real student essays as

samples, and the repair is written right beside it.

Fault one: adjectives stacked on adjectives. Sun Wukong is very brave, extremely
powerful, truly amazing, he is an incomparably great hero. Six adjectives in four
sentences read as empty air. The repair: replace adjectives with actions and results.
Write that the demon changed shapes again and again and he struck again and again,
and when his master chanted the spell he rolled on the ground in pain yet never

fought back. The word brave never appears, yet bravery stands up.

Fault two: endless retelling. The student writes from the havoc in heaven all the
way back from the scriptures, telling every Wukong story, with not one sentence about
himself. The repair: circle the three materials the title requires, give each one
paragraph, and delete every other episode. The urge to tell more stories can be

redirected: save the other stories for the next reading response.

Fault three: a pasted slogan as the lesson. The ending says we should learn
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Wukong’ s persistent spirit of fighting demons and be good young citizens. Slogans
stand too far from a child, and the child himself does not believe them. The repair:
the lesson must grow from the real event in paragraph two. The lesson grown from
being misjudged by a classmate is: when misunderstood, do not cry first, lay out the
evidence, and if people still disbelieve after the evidence, simply keep a clean

heart.

Before handing in, self-check with three questions. Count the adjectives, and if
there are more than five, cut them down to five. Look at the paragraph about
yourself, and see whether it takes up half the essay. Read the last sentence and ask
whether only you could have written it. If all three questions pass, the response
will not be bad. When revising, fix one fault at a time, so the child does not get

tired and improves faster.
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