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Taking a Model Essay Apart: How Characters and the Match

Connect in The Power of Team

First read a fourth—grade model essay, then take it apart paragraph by paragraph

to see how the four characters from the book connect with one tug—of-war match.

Model opening: When I first read Journey to the West, I only remembered how
strong Sun Wukong was. Now I realize that without the other three, he could not
finish even one demon. Review: two sentences set the viewpoint by admitting an old
idea and then replacing it, which is far more natural than shouting how great

teamwork is.

Model paragraph two: Tang Monk knows no martial arts, yet once he sets the
direction he never turns back; the Women’s Kingdom, wealth, and threats cannot stop
him. Wukong handles the fighting, with his fiery eyes and one golden staff, and he
has seen every kind of demon. Pigsy is lazy, but at the critical moment his rake
still goes up; Sandy speaks the least, and the carrying poles were his the whole
road. One points the way, one clears the way, two hold the bottom, and if one 1is
missing the scriptures cannot be fetched. Review: three characters get one sentence

each, and the three verbs pointing, clearing, and holding keep the division of labor
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from repeating, which is the most valuable part of this paragraph.

Model paragraph three: Last term our class entered a tug—of-war, and I anchored
the rope at the end. The sports monitor chanted one—two, one—two, like Tang Monk
keeping the direction; Zhang Hang, the sturdiest boy, stood at the very front like
Wukong holding the first battle; I dug my feet in and leaned back, with two red rope
marks ground into my palms, using dumb strength like Sandy with his carrying poles.
In the end we won, and the whole class stacked our hands together. Review: the match
paragraph maps each character onto a classmate, and the mapping must line up one by
one: the chanter to Tang Monk, the front man to Wukong, the anchor to Sandy, and once

the lines align, the book and the event are welded together.

Model ending: No demon is fiercer than one heart pulling together. Review: ten

words close the essay, with no slogan.

The whole essay runs about four hundred thirty words. When imitating it, copy two
things above all: the three verbs that divide the labor, and the one—to—one mapping

inside the tug—of-war.
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