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Five Common Mistakes in Sun Wukong Reading Responses —

and How to Fix Them

Mistake one: turning the reading response into plot summary. The typical form
runs from the stone monkey’ s birth to the return with the scriptures, with the
writer' s own words confined to I should learn from his spirit’ at the end. Fix:
compress summary to under a third of the essay, keeping from each episode only what
advances your point. When writing Havoc in Heaven, skip the fight scenes; keep only

"why he rebelled’ and ’what rebellion cost’.

Mistake two: labeling the character. The essay calls Sun Wukong ’brave, strong,
clever’ throughout, with no plot evidence anywhere. Fix: make every judgment answer
"which episode shows this.’” Claim bravery, then write how he still flipped his cloud
and made the bet knowing the Buddha would strike; claim growth, then write how, after

five centuries of pinning, he agreed to protect Tang Monk — the agreement itself was
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a bowing of the head.

Mistake three: a hollow personal connection. I will learn Wukong’ s perseverance
and study harder every day shows no link between perseverance and your life. Fix:
replace it with one real act of persistence or one loss of control, however small.
Suppose: in week three of memorizing vocabulary you wanted to quit, yet wore the
cover off the last word book:; or you stayed up on your phone before an exam, dozed
off the next day, and since then have handed your phone to your parents for

safekeeping. The more concrete the detail, the more credible the essay.

Mistake four: a thesis stuck at moral slogans. The ending only shouts ’overcome
difficulties and charge ahead.’ Fix: press one layer deeper — where does restraint
come from? What is the relation between freedom and rules? Moving from 'he is so
brave’ to 'why did he behave later’ gives the essay a speculative color. Write: the
Tightening Crown is external force; real growth is turning 'must not’ into ’do not

want to’ .

Mistake five: sloppy or fabricated quotations. If you cannot remember a line
exactly, do not present it as ' the original text reads’ ; paraphrase the episode
instead, but never forge a quotation. Keep quotes short and follow them with your own
words. After ’'The emperor’ s seat rotates; my turn comes next year, add one line:

there is no fear in this sentence — which is exactly why he had to be pinned down.

One final self-check: after writing, mark every sentence that does not contain
the word "I’. If the marked share is too high, you have too much summary and too many
labels; rewrite them into plot detail and personal experience. Write each of the
three nodes — Havoc in Heaven, Five Elements Mountain, the Tightening Crown —

exactly once, write it through, and never circle back to repeat it.
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