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How to Write a Diary—Style Reading Response: How Much

Space for Date, Plot, and Association

A diary-style reading response looks casual but has a fixed skeleton. The prompt
requires three blocks: the date—and—weather format, the episode of the stone monkey’ s
birth, and an association with being scolded by mom for misbehaving. Third graders
often write ’what nice weather’ first and then stall, so step one is dividing up

sentences per block before picking up the pen.

Block one: date and weather, two lines. Follow diary convention — month, day,
weekday, weather. Do not praise the weather alone; hook it to your mood: ’Sunny
today. I read Journey to the West on the balcony, warm in the sun.’ Keep this block

under three lines, or it crowds out the real content.

Block two: the stone monkey episode, three or four sentences, picking only the

most fun details. The best part of chapter one is the monkey jumping into Water
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Curtain Cave: the other monkeys agree that whoever dares enter shall be king; the
stone monkey shuts his eyes and leaps, finds a home of stone pots and bowls inside,
comes out, and becomes the Handsome King. Tell it in your own words, never copy the
book. Add one line of inner thought: ' If I were on that mountain, would I dare jump?
I would probably swallow first.’ Inner thoughts are where diary style shines — one

line is enough.

Block three: the personal association, three or four sentences. The prompt
assigns the memory of being mischievous and scolded by mom. Pick a true event:
suppose you once bounced on the sofa and knocked over a cup, and mom said ’you re
naughtier than the stone monkey.’ Compare: the monkey was naughty, jumped into the
cave, and became king; I was naughty, bounced on the sofa, and paid for one cup. Land
the comparison on one concrete difference; do not write ' I should learn the monkey’ s

courage .

Fnd with wanting to keep reading, in one sentence. Leave a hook: I hear the
stone monkey later goes off to learn skills from a master. I will continue after
school tomorrow.’ The whole piece runs around three hundred characters: short
paragraphs, short sentences, lots of *I’ — that is what makes it read like a third

grader’ s diary.

When a parent or teacher checks, look for three things: the date—and-weather
format, whether the stone monkey episode is told in the child’s own words, and
whether the associated event is truly the child’s. If all three are there, the diary

passes.
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Two Model Diary Entries Compared: Same Chapter, Why One

Reads Livelier

Model A: ’March 12, Saturday, sunny. Today I finished chapter one of Journey to
the West. The stone monkey popped out of a rock. The monkeys agreed whoever entered
the waterfall would be king; the stone monkey entered and became the Handsome King. I
should learn the stone monkey s brave spirit.’ This entry has the right format and no

plot errors, but nothing stays in memory after reading it.

Model B: ’March 12, Saturday, sunny. I finished chapter one today, lying on the
bay window, and I sat there dazed for a while afterward. That rock just spat out a
monkey by itself — even the stray cat downstairs has kittens with more fuss than
that. The funniest part: the monkeys agree to jump into the waterfall, and the old
monkey shouts “whoever comes out alive leads us,” and every little monkey shrinks its
neck and backs off, while the stone monkey darts straight in. I giggled under my
blanket, afraid my mom would hear. If she knew I had been lying there forty minutes,
she would say ' you cannot sit still better than the stone monkey.’ She said exactly
that last week when I knocked over the fish tank. Tomorrow is chapter two — I hear

the stone monkey is going to cry, because he is getting old.’

Comparison point one: Model B’s plot has action. ’Shrinking their necks and
backing off’, ’darts straight in” — Model A only has ’entered . Give the main

character one action when retelling plot, and the scene stands up.

Comparison point two: Model B’s inner thought carries fear. I giggled under my
blanket, afraid my mom would hear’ — one sentence writes both the reading reaction
and the household rule. Model A’s only inner content is ’learn the spirit’, which is
adult language, not child language. Inner thoughts should record the reaction of the

moment, not the conclusion.

Comparison point three: Model B’ s association quotes real speech. 'You cannot sit
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still better than the stone monkey’ is a line a mother would actually say; quoting an
adult’ s exact words in a diary beats reporting 'mom criticized me’. The endings
differ too: Model A closes with a slogan; Model B stops at ’the stone monkey is going
to cry, because he is getting old — one hook plus one odd discovery, and the reader

wants chapter two as well.

Three imitable moves: give plot an action, write inner thoughts as present
reactions, quote one line of real speech in the association. None are hard; the hard

part is being willing to give up safe sentences like 'learn the spirit’.
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Four Traps in Diary Reading Responses: From ’Nice

Weather’ to ’Learn the Spirit’

Trap one: the weather opening grows into a running account. Typical lines: ’What
nice weather today, Mr. Sun smiles at me, birds are singing, I ate two buns, then I
started reading.” A diary opening is a two—or—three-line setup, not a performance.
The cause is usually that the child does not know what the body should say and pads
the opening first. Replace: pass the weather in one clause and go straight to ’today

I finished chapter one of Journey to the West’.

Trap two: copying the book verbatim. Original sentences like ’since the opening
of heaven and earth, nourished by the essence of heaven and earth...’ pasted into a
third grader’s diary, meaningless to the copier. The cause: copying feels safer than
one’ s own words. Replace: require every sentence to stay under fifteen characters,

retell the stone monkey s birth in your own words; simple is allowed, copied is not.

Trap three: forcing the association into ’learn the spirit’. The prompt asks for
a memory of being naughty and scolded, and the child writes ’the stone monkey is
brave, I should learn from him’. That is a label, not an association. The cause: no
connection point was found between the book and the child’s life. Fix: ask the child
“what exact words does mom use when you are naughty , write those words into the
diary, then compare: the monkey s mischief won him a kingdom, my mischief overturned

a cup — what is the difference, in one or two sentences.

Trap four: a slogan ending. ’This book is great, everyone should read it.’ That
ending reads like advertising. The cause: not knowing where to stop. Replace: close
with tomorrow’ s hook or one small discovery — I hear in the next chapter the stone
monkey goes looking for an immortal; will he get lost? Hooks come from the book, not

from slogans.

A parent’ s question checklist: What was the funniest part of chapter one? If you
were the neck—shrinking monkey, would you jump? What exact words does mom say when
you are naughty? What do you want to know tomorrow? The answers to these four
questions are exactly the diary s four blocks. If the child can answer, the diary can

be written; if not, chapter one was read too fast — read it again.

The four traps share one trait: they write what ~an essay is supposed to say’
instead of what happened today. The trick of diary style is the opposite — write
only what truly happened today: the episode actually read, the part that truly made

you laugh, the exact words mom actually said.
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