PR HICRX R A—EH, a2 —RELES)

WICH: T3H12H NG . A RIEEE T GHc s —[mle Al N—Beq Sk B R 1,
B M e ATHE K, AR 7, 37k, R ELA BRI M. | XN
WaAGF4r, W REE, (EESEICAMEAR A

WXL [3HIZHAEWN, W SRJICHFACHE P55 17, PFERE EEen), 5k
W0 T L. MPACKSRR B OB — Rk, RGN B AR EABOX A H . IR
M T L0 kAT, 2 s [HEHORBAERE = L) MR A T ERIR, R
A TWE] — MEREL . BRAPTE A s, MBr . WZ2 miE a1 -aodh, HE
UL TR IEAAME D o E R BITARLRE RIS K, it 21X AV BIREEEE 0], A RLf
BESE, Wbz T, |

MRS Ak LRI T4iERTAERIR]D [ TW) —FEtE] , BFREA T
BERT ] =AF . BRENS EEA O A, mi sk .
X RPPER AL LMD BES . [ IRAEHE A S, WS Ak R

5T BRI R OBE . TEOOEIE IR, IBRAARE, RS .
LIRS SRR, ARG

XS PPER =4k SRR B [REEA RIS AT | RS E Sl D a1, H
IWHEGIHRNMEGE, LR TIivr ) R 2. giRMIm T RO SR, LREE
[ORIEAREDE, DAt T ], — D& ateny kB, b AW —[nl,

RO =1 s, OB R RN, BRARS A =IRAOAE, SER 2
BRI T T3 SR ] X Rl 4

Two Model Diary Entries Compared: Same Chapter, Why One

Reads Livelier

Model A: “March 12, Saturday, sunny. Today I finished chapter one of Journey to
the West. The stone monkey popped out of a rock. The monkeys agreed whoever entered
the waterfall would be king; the stone monkey entered and became the Handsome King. 1
should learn the stone monkey s brave spirit.’ This entry has the right format and no

plot errors, but nothing stays in memory after reading it.

Model B: 'March 12, Saturday, sunny. I finished chapter one today, lying on the
bay window, and I sat there dazed for a while afterward. That rock just spat out a
monkey by itself — even the stray cat downstairs has kittens with more fuss than
that. The funniest part: the monkeys agree to jump into the waterfall, and the old
monkey shouts “whoever comes out alive leads us,” and every little monkey shrinks its
neck and backs off, while the stone monkey darts straight in. I giggled under my

blanket, afraid my mom would hear. If she knew I had been lying there forty minutes,
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she would say ' you cannot sit still better than the stone monkey.’ She said exactly
that last week when I knocked over the fish tank. Tomorrow is chapter two — I hear

the stone monkey is going to cry, because he is getting old.’

Comparison point one: Model B’s plot has action. ’Shrinking their necks and
backing off’, ’darts straight in” — Model A only has ’entered . Give the main

character one action when retelling plot, and the scene stands up.

Comparison point two: Model B’s inner thought carries fear. ' I giggled under my
blanket, afraid my mom would hear’ — one sentence writes both the reading reaction
and the household rule. Model A’s only inner content is ' learn the spirit’, which is
adult language, not child language. Inner thoughts should record the reaction of the

moment, not the conclusion.

Comparison point three: Model B’ s association quotes real speech. 'You cannot sit
still better than the stone monkey’ is a line a mother would actually say; quoting an
adult’ s exact words in a diary beats reporting 'mom criticized me’. The endings
differ too: Model A closes with a slogan; Model B stops at ’the stone monkey is going
to cry, because he is getting old’ — one hook plus one odd discovery, and the reader

wants chapter two as well.

Three imitable moves: give plot an action, write inner thoughts as present
reactions, quote one line of real speech in the association. None are hard; the hard

part is being willing to give up safe sentences like 'learn the spirit’.
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