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Four Traps in Diary Reading Responses: From ’Nice

Weather’ to ’Learn the Spirit’

Trap one: the weather opening grows into a running account. Typical lines: ’What
nice weather today, Mr. Sun smiles at me, birds are singing, I ate two buns, then I
started reading.’ A diary opening is a two—or—three—-line setup, not a performance.
The cause is usually that the child does not know what the body should say and pads
the opening first. Replace: pass the weather in one clause and go straight to ’today

I finished chapter one of Journey to the West’.

Trap two: copying the book verbatim. Original sentences like ’since the opening
of heaven and earth, nourished by the essence of heaven and earth...’ pasted into a
third grader’s diary, meaningless to the copier. The cause: copying feels safer than
one’ s own words. Replace: require every sentence to stay under fifteen characters,

retell the stone monkey s birth in your own words; simple is allowed, copied is not.
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Trap three: forcing the association into ’learn the spirit’. The prompt asks for
a memory of being naughty and scolded, and the child writes ’the stone monkey is
brave, I should learn from him’. That is a label, not an association. The cause: no
connection point was found between the book and the child’s life. Fix: ask the child
"what exact words does mom use when you are naughty , write those words into the
diary, then compare: the monkey s mischief won him a kingdom, my mischief overturned

a cup — what is the difference, in one or two sentences.

Trap four: a slogan ending. ’This book is great, everyone should read it.’ That
ending reads like advertising. The cause: not knowing where to stop. Replace: close
with tomorrow’ s hook or one small discovery — ' I hear in the next chapter the stone
monkey goes looking for an immortal; will he get lost? Hooks come from the book, not

from slogans.

A parent’ s question checklist: What was the funniest part of chapter one? If you
were the neck—shrinking monkey, would you jump? What exact words does mom say when
you are naughty? What do you want to know tomorrow? The answers to these four
questions are exactly the diary’ s four blocks. If the child can answer, the diary can

be written; if not, chapter one was read too fast — read it again.

The four traps share one trait: they write what ~an essay is supposed to say’
instead of what happened today. The trick of diary style is the opposite — write
only what truly happened today: the episode actually read, the part that truly made

you laugh, the exact words mom actually said.
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