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How to ’Compete with Sun Wukong’ : Three Powers, Three of
Your Own Skills

"Competing with Sun Wukong’ is not about who is real; it is about fun. The prompt
gives three powers — the seventy—two transformations, the cloud somersault, and the
fiery golden eyes — and three of your own skills: jump rope, reciting texts, and

spotting typos. Pair them before writing; clever pairings bring the piece to life.

Pairing one: seventy—two transformations with jump rope. His power is a body that
changes; yours is a body full of tricks. Suppose the diary writes: ’Sun Wukong turns
into a sparrow, into a pine tree — I cannot see him change. I jump rope forwards,
backwards, crossed — the whole class can see. He wins in being unseen; I win in

being seen.’ This comparison lets both sides keep face and adds humor.
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Pairing two: the cloud somersault with reciting. The somersault is speed — one
flip covers 108,000 1li; reciting is fast too, suppose three lines of poetry memorized
in five minutes. But add a layer: ’Wukong flips fast, yet the scripture journey took
fourteen years on foot. I recite fast, but dictation still loses two characters —

fast is not accurate.’ One sentence turns the skill of speed inside out.

Pairing three: the fiery golden eyes with spotting typos. His eyes see through a
demon disguised as a village girl; your eyes see through fake characters in homework.
Suppose the diary writes: 'He saw the village girl was a demon; I found three ’zai’
characters written wrong in one composition. He watches for demons, I watch for typos

— either way, things others cannot see.’ This pair fits best because both are

eyesight.
The contest needs wins and losses. Do not win all three — that is bragging; do
not lose all three — then the closing ' learn skills’ sounds gloomy. Suggest one win,

one draw, one loss: typos win, jump rope a draw, reciting lost on ' fast is not

b
accurate .

The ending must land on learning skills, and it grows most naturally from the
lost round: ’Sun Wukong’ s powers were refined forty—nine days in Laozi’s furnace and
drilled on the road fighting demons. My typo eye has trained only half a year; it
needs more.’ Learning—to—learn words spoken out of your own loss have roots, unlike

shouting "I will study hard .

Do not forget diary format: date and weather in one or two lines, the whole piece
in the voice of 'I’, short sentences, one or two lines of inner thought such as
“after the contest I secretly gloated, yet still felt unconvinced’ . Around four

hundred characters: three rounds done, one sentence to close.
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