SRREXRAZERH A

BB RALHEONF RN CPHC) BRI, s WU R SA, R PSRRI AT M 1
7L 5 BT A

Yt JEESCS GRS, WOKIIR B B R, RS, BT
R ACEE. BOETTk: SRS PR ER B, BRI N An], R E S
XA A A, T RS EAEIN A 5T, — i ag sl BT,

FAYL ASaMEa AN WREMEZEH, BRSSOkt PR, X8
HAEPAGEE], s AMER: 20X N2, 15N s izt e mInbk, Ot Ak gk
TV ? B E R S TEAE R N EE A BT s A —— e S, R AR L R T At
e WM UEN, ORI AL — RAE S [Pl

=AY WHERES, WA RN XA MESIRBE, IR SERE, TR
WRFAEME R, — ARSI TS BUE R B IR A A T B R AR
WeRF, SR W)L ER MR BIEISRE T HEL IR = MRBE, MRArtet BXk.

FPUAYL: H RS T . BATEAT R A RR AT, 25 S R BN wh BT, PR TR
A WER LSBT R AR o BRI RO A 1 HXRig b, il IR, OREEFEARED
PERARATLLSE, D TS 1. EEERL B, RIRERA T .

XPYA GO IE A i B HERL RO R IR T %o S = A il v ——FR L
e TAEFE =108 7 NG REARIN? =fIEEAN, wleh SF S B3,

Four Traps Students Most Often Fall Into When Writing
This Essay

Suppose I am grading sixth—grade reading responses on Journey to the West. The
four most common approaches each turn a topic that calls for an opinion into an essay

with none.

Trap one: turning the essay into a plot summary, covering everything from the
Havoc in Heaven to the return with the scriptures, introducing every episode but
never stating a single view of your own. The fix: before writing, put down the line
who matters most—none of them can be left out, then arrange the content around that

sentence, citing plot details only when they prove a point, in a sentence or two.

Trap two: praising Sun Wukong alone, filling the essay with how mighty he is
while calling Tang Seng weak, Bajie lazy, and Sha Seng mediocre. This looks like a
strong opinion but cannot stand: by that logic, one somersault should have fetched
the scriptures—why walk for fourteen years? The fix is to praise Wukong while

showing what others supply that he lacks—Wukong is impulsive, and Tang Seng’ s
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steadiness reins him in; Wukong storms off in huffs, and Bajie, Sha Seng, and Guanyin

keep winning him back.

Trap three: vague evidence with no concrete episodes. The whole essay says only
Sun Wukong is brave, Tang Seng is persistent, with not one example of where the
bravery or persistence shows. Such evidence is an empty slogan. The fix is to anchor
every point in a specific story: persistence is Tang Seng leaving the Women' s Kingdom
after its queen proposed marriage; bravery is Wukong charging first at the three

demons of Lion Camel Ridge.

Trap four: a slogan ending. We should have a spirit of perseverance and learn
from the scripture team has nothing to do with who matters most. Replace it with a
return to the thesis plus a real-life example: on the journey, direction, road-
clearing, and support are all indispensable; in a class tug—of-war, without the chant

caller, the anchor, and the pullers, you cannot win either.

What these four traps share is a failure to set up a viewpoint and then prove it.
Prepare with three sentences before writing: What is my view? Which three pieces of
evidence will I use? How does my ending echo the opening? If those three lines stay

empty, do not start the body yet.
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