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Reviewing a Model Essay: What Works and What Needs
Fixing

Suppose I receive a sixth—grade model essay whose opening reads: Journey to the
West is one of the four great classical novels of China, written by Wu Cheng’ en,
telling the story of the monk and his three disciples traveling west for scriptures,
and after reading it I have many thoughts. The flaw is obvious: two sentences of
background pass by before the writer s own view shows up. If an opening starts with
the author and the book’s reputation, the teacher will think you are copying
reference material instead of writing an opinion. The fix is to delete all the
background and state the thesis in the first sentence: who matters most on the

journey? My answer is that all four are indispensable.

Next, look at its evidence paragraph. The original reads: Sun Wukong struck the
White Bone Demon three times; with his fiery golden eyes he instantly recognized the

demon disguised as a village girl, an old woman, and an old man, and raised his
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golden cudgel to strike. This paragraph only retells the story; it analyzes nothing.
Evidence is not plot summary—it must answer how this episode proves my point. A
revised version: Wukong struck the White Bone Demon three times, and even as his
master chanted the tightening headband spell and drove him back to Flower Fruit
Mountain, he insisted on killing the demon first. This shows that clearing the road
takes not only skill but the courage to do the right thing even when misunderstood.

With that second sentence, the story becomes evidence.

Then check how the evidence divides its labor. This model essay gives each of its
three points a separate job: Tang Seng’ s perseverance covers direction, Sun Wukong’ s
skill covers road-clearing, Bajie and Sha Seng’ s support covers logistics. Sha Seng
guarding the luggage and Bajie winning Wukong back show that the team’ s daily routine
runs on them. If two points both praise Wukong’ s fighting, the evidence repeats
itself and half the thesis collapses.

Finally, the ending. The original reads: we must learn their spirit of
perseverance. That is a slogan, unrelated to who matters most. A revised ending: at
Flaming Mountain, Tang Seng insisted on crossing, Wukong borrowed the fan and
quenched the fire, Bajie and Sha Seng fought the Bull Demon King—miss one link and
the four could not pass. On the scripture journey, direction, road-clearing, and
support are all indispensable; class activities are the same, with a place for

everyone.

To check an argumentative essay, ask three questions: Can the thesis be stated in
one sentence? Does each piece of evidence return to the point after telling the

story? Does the ending echo the opening? Pass all three, and the essay stands.
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