BEE=2: ZTAERRBIESNER

BrRiaE, FREMPAZY, MmN, B bak=22, & PrHEA -,
TR ST RO R

Dl B R A Ak r R EBEAZEA A G BN\S I TH O (0l
Bid) » ZRRBAMEEW G NSRRI T, BET ERE, IERUE T AN
kK XA BAEE T AR, ZrEkE . HETHAROCR . KRR, 2
/RELLE IR, A ZERIW I« HETHM, S iz — s,

BN, HAS R T R XA A . SR R, TR ORI )
bean =T F B K, IMVE S WIWIT RS gk, A& B hi A, TR RSB R E R . X
I S B DHE AR B RE, SER—f): ARBEAITASCHAEMEIL? £ uil M IR LR E A
Kb T EARE IR B AMEAE A —— XA £ 7 B SRR, PRSI IR 2L (1T B 2 545
EL

BB, HbsRibg P AT . B T, e s frE R R okid
ABATR? IMEZE R ER I Z G2 H 577 Zrian, BB BiE T, XHRE KA
iy SRR, B B SCRE, AT ERMIE DR 38R A 5 U e R R

I ANRERE: SEMRS], e, SRBN . RE R RO R——H T, AR,
RIFZTEBE LT BREAENMEAESR, WAL TR BT ARG 25 IR, STk s
DV vl i i

St BRI /N B AR R S B R I T [ 7 B i BSOS X SR I A kY, BRI
TR, TR OORAT, AERRR G MR AT e R K A SR
JBUR, &7 EBURBAERIFE A, HART Skl #E o =20 Uy ik bl B R IR 5 1 H B
fF, AHRELR, WATHEFKICED W, TP IR It fE AT il

Three Steps of Reading Together: From Watching the
Action to Asking What Happens Next

When a child starts reading the classics early, the parent’ s job is not to
lecture but to keep company. Reading together falls into three steps, each with a
different goal; put effort in the wrong place and the child only grows tired of the
book.

Step one is attraction, with a single goal: let the child fall for one of the
characters. A seven— or eight-year—old opening Journey to the West for the first time
is usually taken by Sun Wukong: a monkey born from a stone who dared storm Heaven and
got crushed for five hundred years yet got back up. In this stage, do not quiz
vocabulary or ask for the main idea; it is fine if the child skips around and only

reads the fights. What a parent can do is glance over now and then and say "I like
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this part too’ . Liking comes before understanding — that is the first principle of

early reading.

Step two is discussion, with the goal of letting the child discover that this
book is worth talking about. At an interesting turning point, stop for a minute. In
the Three Strikes of the White Bone Demon, Wukong clearly beats a demon, yet the
master chants the tightening spell and drives him away, and children often feel
indignant for him. Do not rush in with a lesson about trust; first ask: where do you
think the master went wrong? The child will say 'he has mortal eyes and cannot see
through it’ or "he would rather believe the demon than his own disciple’ — judgments

the child made alone, far sturdier than any lesson pushed in from outside.

Step three is waiting for follow—up questions, with the goal of letting the book
follow the child into daily life. Once reading together becomes a habit, the child
starts asking: did the White Bone Demon ever come back? What kind of life did Wukong
lead after returning to Flower Fruit Mountain? A follow—up question means the book is
alive inside the child. The parent only needs to answer honestly, or turn to the
later chapters together; no book report needed. The question itself is the best book

report.

The order of the three steps cannot be reversed: attract first, then discuss,
then wait for questions. Many families do the opposite — quiz first, lecture second,
and in the end the child closes the book. The value of an early start is not
earliness itself, but letting the child befriend the best stories before any fear of

difficulty sets in.

Two small practical details are worth noting. First, fix the reading time in an
existing slot such as before sleep or after dinner; fifteen or twenty minutes each
time is enough — better short and daily than a two—hour weekend blitz followed by a
week of silence. Second, do not let the parent’s own copy gather dust: when the child
sees you turning the same book, it works better than any verbal encouragement. The
three—step method is low—intensity everyday company; it needs no lesson planning, and
the parent does not have to reread the classic first — just open to the chapter the

child is on and the conversation picks up.
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