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Sun Wukong Dream, Episode Two: The Day Xiao Ming Played

’Class Monitor’

On class role—play day, each group picks a character from Journey to the West. In
Class 3, Grade 2, Group Four chose Sun Wukong, Tripitaka, Zhu Bajie, and Sha Wujing -
and Xiao Ming grabbed Sun Wukong.

The trouble started the moment rehearsal began. Xiao Ming planted himself at the
front of the stage, hands on hips: “Everyone listen to 0ld Sun! Bajie, your line was
wrong — again! Sandy, you' re carrying the load wrong!” Xiao Hu, playing Bajie,
refused: “You’ re not the real Sun Wukong - who made you boss?” Xiao Ming got louder:
"Because I'm the senior disciple!” The louder he shouted, the messier the lines got,

until Xiao Yu, playing Tripitaka, simply sat down and quit.

www. vv99. net



Rehearsal collapsed. Xiao Ming felt wronged: ”“Sun Wukong IS the senior disciple.
They’ re supposed to listen to him.” Their teacher, Ms. Li, didn’t rush to judge. She
took the whole class to the playground and asked one question: “What gave Sun Wukong
real authority over Bajie and Sandy?” Some said strength; some said seniority. Ms. Li
shook her head: “Look closer at the book. When the spell drove him away in the White
Bone Demon chapter, what did Sun Wukong do before leaving?” Xiao Ming answered
fastest: “He drew a circle around his master, told him not to step out, and asked
Sandy to take care of him.” Ms. Li nodded: ”“Exactly. He was powerful, but more
importantly, every time he acted it was to protect someone, and in the end he always
listened to his master. That’s why Bajie yells about quitting yet respects him in his

4

heart. A loud voice commands no one; protecting people does.”

Rehearsal resumed in the afternoon. Xiao Ming stopped putting his hands on his
hips. When Xiao Hu got stuck on a line, Xiao Ming crouched and whispered the prompt.
When Xiao Yu's Tripitaka hat kept falling, Xiao Ming helped clip it with a hairpin.
The rehearsal went smoothly, and Group Four gave the tidiest performance. In the
White Bone Demon scene, when Xiao Ming delivered the line "Master, that’s a demon in

disguise,” the whole room went quiet.

Walking home, Xiao Ming told his mom: “Today I never once shouted ' listen to 01ld
Sun.’” His mom asked what the secret was. He thought a moment and said: “Learn your
own lines first, then help others.” Then he added: ”“Sun Wukong also beat the demon

first, and only then reasoned with his master.”

That evening, Xiao Ming hung the paper Golden Cudgel from the play above his
desk. He never used the broom as a weapon again. But when homework got hard, he’d
glance at the paper cudgel and reread the textbook once more — what he now calls

“train your skill first, then fight the demon.”
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