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Every Child Who Reads Journey to the West Has Three ’ Sun

Wukong Dreams’

Almost every child who finishes Journey to the West enters a ”“Sun Wukong phase.”

Three behaviors show up most often, in order of appearance.

The first: everything becomes the Golden Cudgel. Brooms, clothes poles, branches,
umbrellas — grabbed and tucked behind the belt. The child is fixated on the weapon;
nothing in the book is cooler than a club that grows and shrinks. One kindergartner
hoisted the floor mop and nearly hit a classmate s head. The one—line response for
parents: don’ t confiscate — set boundaries. “The cudgel gets swung on the playground
only. Indoors it’s a broom, and brooms only sweep.” Separating prop from place

protects both the imagination and safety.
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The second: attempting the somersault cloud. Sofas, beds, steps, low walls — all
launch pads. One somersault covers 54, 000 kilometers in the book, so the child tries
one, and falling is the likely outcome. One child somersaulted off a low wall, braced
on a wrist, and it swelled for three days. The one—-line response: empathize first,
then limit. ”“Wanting to somersault means the book got through to you. We can practice
on grass with me spotting you — not on the sofa.” Moving risky moves to safe ground

preserves the courage to experiment better than banning does.

The third: stepping up like Sun Wukong. When a classmate gets bullied, the child
charges in shouting “0ld Sun is here!” - or wants to “fight demons” at everything
they see. This is the most precious of the three and the one that most needs
guidance: the child is practicing a sense of justice but can’t tell standing up from
striking out. One child saw an older boy snatching cards, rushed over, and shoved him
- turning right into wrong. The one—line response: translate the impulse into
protection. “Wanting to be Sun Wukong is good. Sun Wukong first stands in front of

his master, then calls for help. Next time: stand, call, don’ t hit.”

All three behaviors rest on one fact: children imitate only what they ve truly
read. So the worst response is mockery — “How old are you, still playing monkey?” is
a sentence that closes the book. Sun Wukong himself carries the lesson: he was pinned
five hundred years for raging in Heaven, and on the pilgrimage his power never
changed — only his timing did. Children imitate the glory of the first half; parents
help them read the proportion of the second.

One test decides whether to intervene in the Sun Wukong phase: can the action
hurt someone? A swung broom that breaks a window — intervene. Shouting “01d Sun is
here” at thin air - don’t. The day the child puts the broom back in the corner on

their own, the dream ends naturally — and what the book taught stays.
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