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Model Essay Review: One Blue Umbrella, and Why the
Teacher Was Absent the Next Day
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Here is a review of an assumed student essay called One Blue Umbrella, looking at

how a rainy—day umbrella story becomes moving, and where it tends to go slack.

The opening: That day at dismissal, the sky changed its mind in a second. I stood
in the first—floor hall; raindrops smashed on the steps and raised a white mist. One
by one, classmates were picked up by their parents. My mother was on the night shift,
and my grandfather has a bad leg. I decided to run home through the rain. I put my
schoolbag on my head, and had just dashed into the rain when I heard someone calling

me from behind.

What works here: rain first, then why I cannot leave — mother on night shift,
grandfather’ s bad leg, two reasons in one sentence, no waste. Putting the schoolbag
on the head is an accurate action; it shows I really meant to run. The hook is left

on the calling voice, which brings the teacher in naturally.

The second paragraph: It was our homeroom teacher, Mr. Wang. He jogged over and
handed me the umbrella. I asked, what about you, teacher, and he said my car is
parked at the gate. The umbrella handle was still warm — he had held it all along to
keep it warm. He urged me to go quickly so my homework book would not get wet, then

turned back toward the teaching building, saying he still had to lock the classroom.

The best stroke is the warm umbrella handle. Why warm? Because the teacher had
been gripping it — perhaps he had long been ready to give it to someone. The
temperature of one object beats ten sentences saying the teacher is great. Also, he
says his car is at the gate, and later the reader finds he has no car at all — a

kind lie gives the handing-over a lingering aftertaste.

The third paragraph: I walked to the street corner under the umbrella. The rain
was heavy, so I looked back to see whether the teacher had gone far. The umbrella
tilted. 1 saw Mr. Wang come out of the teaching building — no car — a stack of
homework books on his head, running into the rain at the school gate, his white shirt

soaked through and stuck to his body.

This is the heaviest paragraph. The young author used the action of looking back
to check, which is more reasonable than suddenly turning — he turned because he was
worried. The tilting umbrella is a fine detail too: when a person startles, the hand
loosens, and the umbrella tilts by itself. What he sees is also the right choice: not
the teacher waving back, but the teacher running in the rain himself. The contrast

lives entirely in the image.

The ending: The next day, Mr. Wang did not come to class. Word was that he got
soaked yesterday, and still graded our homework with a fever, asking the class
representative to bring the books over. I put the blue umbrella on the shelf at the

back of the classroom, handle facing out, so anyone can grab it easily.
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The ending pulls the story from the rainy day to the next day, and leaves the
umbrella in the classroom — care is not a one—time event. Two places could improve.
First, when the teacher says his car is at the gate, plant a seed earlier, for
instance I clearly remember Mr. Wang rides an electric bike; then the lie’s reveal
flows better. Second, word was that he got soaked is too light a hearsay; replace it
with one sentence carried by the class representative, for instance Mr. Wang says
there is a wrong character on page three of the homework book, everyone correct it —
a sick teacher still minding the homework is more concrete than saying directly that

he graded with a fever.

Check your own essay against this model: does the handing—over have an object
detail, does looking back have a reason, does the ending carry the story one step

further. Get all three in place, and a 500-word story carries real weight.
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