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How to Write the Rainy—-Day Umbrella Story: Three Scenes
Plus Two Details

To write a short story about a teacher lending an umbrella on a rainy day, you
only need three scenes: school letting out in the rain, the teacher pressing the
umbrella into your hand, and looking back to see the teacher walking in the rain.

Make these three scenes concrete and the story stands.

Scene one: school ends, rain falls. Describe the rain concretely: what it sounds
like, what the playground looks like. For example, the bell rings, I rush out of the
teaching building, and a curtain of rain hangs at the school gate; puddles spread
across the playground; parents crowd together, umbrella bumping umbrella. Two or

three sentences set the scene. Do not dawdle over the weather report.

Scene two: the teacher hands over the umbrella. Slow down the action and the

dialogue. The teacher says little and just pushes the umbrella into your hand. For

www. vv99. net



example, Mr. Li walks over, presses a blue umbrella into my hand, and says only one
line: You are young — catch a cold and you will miss a week of class; I am grown—up
and I can take the cold. Before I can answer, he turns and walks into the rain. Push,
one sentence, turn around — write the three actions in order, and the feeling is

already inside; no need to shout it.

Scene three: looking back to see the teacher in the rain. This is the most moving
shot of the whole piece, so write it as a long shot. For example, I reach the school
gate and look back; Mr. Li is striding across the playground, his shirt stuck to his
back, his briefcase clamped under his arm, also dripping. He has no umbrella. He had

planned to walk home through the rain all along.

Add two more details to make the small thing carry the big meaning. One is the
umbrella itself: one rib is bent, and the school name is printed on the canopy. These
show it is the teacher’s ordinary old umbrella, not one brought on purpose for show.
The other is your reaction: do not write that I was moved to tears; write an action.
For example, I stood in the rain for a long time; water from the umbrella’ s edge ran
down my wrist into my sleeve, and I did not move. Actions are more believable than

adjectives.

Close with one or two sentences about what you understood, without slogans. For
example: the umbrella was old, but holding it, I felt my hand grow heavy for a
moment. A short story has few words, so every paragraph must carry a picture; if
deleting any paragraph would leave a hole, then your rainy—day umbrella story stands

firm.
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