BHRZMPBRETEAT.: MUPETHE. BRI

B HERG 2B R, AEE R, VD E e ok,

ok, hESR. BINRABH K, W HEHRRERLBEAENA: e, e, B, K
AT MR A ELLEdE . B HZRB . BB R EAER M, v RUEEEis
FERRRAIL L, BRBEF R AEA RN AERANE] RER RN, s, B
Wi, JTasetias K, XEERI A 2P S

B, R TEESE. WA SE, WEREESTIA. mTRUE IRk, s
RISk REEETE S B, AR, @A T . IRT Rk, %, TR
W RN, BB SE, seRRARAIN 7. s EE, BRE R AR T, W
A EATI T

H=4, M. JLERF A AR, BRI . e b . NIZAGE, Sk R
7. VRGBSR, PRI B S, A gbsa . 4T M SRR, 4
EHPEGAA. B Dy B in 8, ML T an #, BHERMEAT, AR,

FPUD, AL Lolte PEGLUIM — Ry SIS . JE R BT 2 7)1 ] 4555138, L
BreE g, JFaIR/N, IRICHEE R T 3AT. BT IRA) T o a8ty . S5%8E 0
A3k, SRR NG AN B, AT RO SRR AT 4, s A AN A

IPBEERIHE R8N, ZAZ =R, A =2, SR a kg R, R
W RBT IEIEAEHRAE ;s B AT BRI AT B A7 FOR WS . 547 LA
Bl — A, X ERFRE B GBI T .

How to Write a Recitation Poem for Teachers: Four Steps
to Gather Chalk, Blackboard and Lamplight

To write a recitation poem for teachers, do not wait for inspiration — four

steps will get it done.

Step one: pick images. The topic teacher is too big; replace it with things you
can see and touch: the podium, chalk, the blackboard, the light late at night, red
pen marks on homework books. The assignment requires chalk, blackboard and late—-night
lamplight all to appear, so write them in the margin of your draft first and check
for omissions when the poem is done. Here is a trick: choose images that carry
actions. Chalk grows short, the blackboard fills up, a light turns on and off —

these things tell stories by themselves.

Step two: make the lines neat. A recitation poem runs on rhythm, and rhythm runs
on parallel sentence patterns. Set one opening format, for instance start each stanza

with the word you: You stand on the podium, voice not loud, the whole class falls
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quiet. The chalk in your hand, stroke by stroke, fills the blackboard. The light in
your office burns every night, burns until the stars grow sleepy. Once the pattern

repeats, the beat comes naturally when reciting — no need to drum it.

Step three: rhyme. A children’s poem need not rhyme every line; rhyming every
other line is enough. For example, if a group of ending sounds will not match, swap
in words from the same rhyme family: the voice on the podium is soft, the whole class
listens closely; the chalk grows shorter as it is written, the knowledge grows fuller
as 1t is taught; correcting homework deep into the night, the red-pen circles look

like stars. Match sounds loosely — as long as it reads smoothly, do not force it.

Step four: revise for the recitation roles. A class recitation usually splits
into solo lines and unison lines. Give the shortest, punchiest lines to the unison
part, for instance: chalk is short, the podium is small, you gave us the best of your
years. Give the longer detail lines to the solo readers. Read the finished poem aloud
once; wherever you run out of breath, split that line; wherever your tongue trips,

replace that word.

Keep it to twelve to sixteen lines, roughly three or four stanzas of three to
four lines each. When done, check three things: are chalk, blackboard and late—night
lamplight all present; does every line read smoothly aloud; is any line just a
slogan. Delete slogan lines, replace them with a picture, and the poem is ready for

the stage.
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