BHRZMPBRETEAT.: MUPETHE. BRI

o EHEREEIM B R, AR, $RDUEREES Hiok.

FF, BhES. BIRXAEH K, FFRERRES WERAERARN: JE. mE. B &®
BRI AREA B . B HZERBE. B R EAERME, v RUEiREis
fER kgl b, G E R A AN, RERANE]: s ER RN, e, &
Wi, Hameta kK, RERNHDSIHTF.

B, R TEESE. WIRRFSETZE, TR EST A, rTRUE IRk, g
RISk AREETEG B, R A, @VEAREER T . IRTHRARE, %, TR
WS o RPN ENNT, BB SE, SERURAEIN 7. Al EE, BRI AT T, B
AHZEATI T

H=ob, M. JLERFAM A, AT . thn B e WX, il m
M UFG B REERE, YU AR B, Fnioiha . 1T SRR, 4
EWPEREE. B Oy 2 in 8, R W an B, BHESKRIDNAT, AN

VUL, FW o Tole PRI — e ST Fr . JC R AT 2N A7 B 45 558, Len
M, UFEIRADN, IRIEHEFSERS TR CUY KA TSN FEY. S5%E 0
HURT B, SRR A B sAEIRAT RO, SR RIMR LT &, N A

rfaE e+ =2 oNTT, EAZ =R, R =217, Bgala =t mE. &
B RBCIT ICEASEARAE s B AT B ORI A7 AT AT U 5. D547 BRI,
B A, X ERFARE B GBI T .

How to Write a Recitation Poem for Teachers: Four Steps
to Gather Chalk, Blackboard and Lamplight

To write a recitation poem for teachers, do not wait for inspiration — four

steps will get it done.

Step one: pick images. The topic teacher is too big; replace it with things you
can see and touch: the podium, chalk, the blackboard, the light late at night, red
pen marks on homework books. The assignment requires chalk, blackboard and late—night
lamplight all to appear, so write them in the margin of your draft first and check
for omissions when the poem is done. Here is a trick: choose images that carry
actions. Chalk grows short, the blackboard fills up, a light turns on and off —
these things tell stories by themselves.

Step two: make the lines neat. A recitation poem runs on rhythm, and rhythm runs

on parallel sentence patterns. Set one opening format, for instance start each stanza

www. vv99. net



with the word you: You stand on the podium, voice not loud, the whole class falls
quiet. The chalk in your hand, stroke by stroke, fills the blackboard. The light in
your office burns every night, burns until the stars grow sleepy. Once the pattern

repeats, the beat comes naturally when reciting — no need to drum it.

Step three: rhyme. A children’s poem need not rhyme every line; rhyming every
other line is enough. For example, if a group of ending sounds will not match, swap
in words from the same rhyme family: the voice on the podium is soft, the whole class
listens closely; the chalk grows shorter as it is written, the knowledge grows fuller
as 1t is taught; correcting homework deep into the night, the red-pen circles look

like stars. Match sounds loosely — as long as it reads smoothly, do not force it.

Step four: revise for the recitation roles. A class recitation usually splits
into solo lines and unison lines. Give the shortest, punchiest lines to the unison
part, for instance: chalk is short, the podium is small, you gave us the best of your
years. Give the longer detail lines to the solo readers. Read the finished poem aloud
once; wherever you run out of breath, split that line; wherever your tongue trips,

replace that word.

Keep it to twelve to sixteen lines, roughly three or four stanzas of three to
four lines each. When done, check three things: are chalk, blackboard and late—night
lamplight all present; does every line read smoothly aloud; is any line just a
slogan. Delete slogan lines, replace them with a picture, and the poem is ready for

the stage.
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Line-by-Line Review of the Recitation Poem ’To You on
the Podium’

First an assumed fourteen—line model poem, To You on the Podium, then a stanza-—

by-stanza review, and finally how to stage it for a whole class.

Stanza one: You stand on the podium, voice not loud, yet the whole room falls
still. The chalk walks across the blackboard, stroke by stroke, joining yesterday to
today. Review: this stanza holds only the podium and the chalk. Saying the chalk
walks across the board turns writing into walking — children get it at once, and it
reads well. The contrast between voice not loud and the room falling still sets up

the teacher’ s presence without a single adjective.

Stanza two: The blackboard goes dark then white, white then dark — a whole
semester turns just like that. Your hair — has one strand, for our sake, quietly
turned gray? Review: dark then white, white then dark — repetition carries the sense
of time passing; this is how you use the blackboard alive. Quietly turned gray
charges the gray hair to the students’ account; ending the stanza with a question

asks the reciter to slow down.

Stanza three: Late at night, the office light is still on, like a star that
refuses to sleep. Under the lamp, the red pen correcting homework draws circles,
ticks, and writes: take it slow, try again. Review: the late—night lamplight is the
third image; a star that refuses to sleep turns the lamp into a person. Take it slow,
try again is the teacher’s own comment on homework — placed in the poem it rings

truer than any praise. These lines are long, so give them to solo readers.

Stanza four: The chalk is short, the podium is small, the lamplight is soft. You
gave us very small things — for very many years. Review: short, small, soft lined up
together — this is the strongest part for unison. The last line never shouts thanks;
it simply says for very many years, and the time itself is the gratitude. The poem

runs about fourteen lines, all three images present, the patterns complete.
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Rehearsal notes: recite stanzas one and four in unison; for stanzas two and
three, two students each, two lines apiece. At the unison part the chalk is short,
the podium is small, add one gesture: open palms. Solo readers copy the poem into
their own notebooks beforehand — copying once tells you where to pause. When the
teacher hears the question about hair turning gray, she usually freezes for a moment;

those are the ten seconds this poem succeeds most.
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Four Reasons Class Poems About Teachers Fall Flat, and

How to Fix Them

At class recitation events, poems for teachers flop the most easily. Half the

reasons are on the page, half in the shouting.

Reason one: images spinning empty. The whole poem is gardens, candles, spring
silkworms, yet not one of chalk, blackboard, lamplight appears. Candles and silkworms
have been used for decades; the audience drifts off at line one. Fix: replace big
metaphors with small actions. Do not write that the teacher is a candle burning
itself; write that chalk dust settles on the cuff, and when the teacher waves a hand
mid-lesson, the cuff shows a layer of white. An image the class can verify on the

spot beats a ready—made metaphor.

Reason two: forcing rhymes. Forcing rhyme produces broken sentences, like the
teacher’s smile is the sun over the land, we are all joyful inside. Land and joyful
rhyme, but the meaning is hollow. Fix: keep the sentence sound first, then adjust the
rhyme. Swap joyful for something concrete: the teacher’s smile is sunlight coming in,
and the back of my hand on the desk grew warm. If the rhyme cannot be fixed, drop it

for that line — a children’ s poem only needs rhymes every other line.

Reason three: lines too long for the reciter to breathe. A line stuffed with two
dozen characters leaves the solo reader red-faced halfway through, and to the
audience it is one blur. Fix: keep a line under a dozen or so characters; split long
lines in two. For instance, split the office lamp in the deep night that stayed 1lit
until the stars grew sleepy into: late at night, the office light is still on, on
until the stars grew sleepy. Split it and the pause falls naturally, breath is

enough, and the stars line becomes a highlight.

Reason four: the whole class shouting in unison from start to finish. Unison is
not insurance; unison throughout is just noise, and one wrong reader drags everyone
off. Fix: split solo and unison parts. Give detail stanzas to solo readers; give
short, repetitive stanzas to unison; end the last stanza in unison — it actually
sounds loudest. Rehearse only three times: first for the roles, second for the

pauses, third a full run. Three is enough; more and the class gets fed up.

One more hidden flop: there is no actual teacher in the poem. Read it to
classmates; if they cannot tell which teacher it is about, the details are not
enough. Put that teacher’s catchphrase or habit in one line — for instance he always
says I will explain this problem one last time, and every time he explains it again.
When that line lands, the whole class laughs, and the teacher laughs too. That is
exactly what a recitation poem wants: on stage it is a poem; in the seats everyone

hears their own teacher.
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