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How to Write a Class Meeting Speech About Your Teacher

A class meeting speech about your teacher is not hard to write. The title Thank
You, My Teacher comes with a fixed skeleton: a greeting at the start, three required
parts in the middle, and thanks at the end. Fill the skeleton with real material and

you have a passing speech.

Start with the greeting. The standard form is Dear teachers and classmates,
hello, followed by one sentence that states the topic. Do not build a long warm—up. A

speech is not an essay; the audience sits right in front of you, so get to the point.

The middle has three parts. The first is a time the teacher helped you. Write one
event, not several: what trouble you were in, what the teacher did, what changed

afterwards. Use the word I, and name the time, the place and the exact words the
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teacher said. Saying the teacher is responsible is an empty comment; saying the
teacher squatted beside my desk after school and went through my three wrong sums one

by one until I dared work at the blackboard alone is a fact.

The second part is a memory the whole class shares. Switch from I to we. Pick
something every student lived through: the sports meet you lost together, the lesson
the teacher taught with a hoarse voice, the line of writing the teacher changed daily
on the back blackboard. Judge the material by one standard: can more than half the

audience remember it. If they can, this part stands.

The third part is a blessing spoken directly to the teacher, using you. Make it
concrete. Instead of wishing for eternal health, wish that the teacher’s voice will
not go hoarse again this term, that the teacher can leave school on time sometimes,
and that the teacher should know every line on the back blackboard was read carefully

by someone.

End with thanks in one line: That is the end of my speech. Thank you. Do not add

two more paragraphs of summary; the audience has run out of patience by then.

Two rules for the spoken style. Write short sentences, because writing can be
rescued by punctuation but speaking cannot be rescued by breath. And read the draft
aloud once yourself: anywhere you run out of breath, cut it into two sentences.
Around six hundred Chinese characters is about three minutes of speaking, the right

length for a class meeting.
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