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Six Common Mistakes in a Parent’ s Teacher’ s Day Speech

and How to Fix Them

When a parent’s Teacher’s Day speech goes wrong, it is usually not a lack of

words but stepping on landmines. Here are six common mistakes, each with its fix.

Mistake one: all fluff, no facts. Spring silkworms, candles, engineers of the
human soul from beginning to end, and the audience remembers nothing. Fix: delete
every adjective and keep only three concrete things — one detail about the child at

school entry, one thing the teacher did, one change in the child now.

Mistake two: using the speech to show off your child. The parent turns the podium

into a bragging board, from kindergarten grades to current rankings; other parents
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are not interested, and your own child feels awkward listening. Make the story

between the child and the teacher the protagonist, and mention grades in passing.

Mistake three: comparing teachers. You are far more responsible than our previous
homeroom teacher sounds pleasing to the face but becomes an incident when it reaches
other teachers’ ears. Evaluate only what this teacher in front of you has done; do

not use others as a pedestal.

Mistake four: exposing privacy. Telling bedwetting, lost belongings, or
hospitalization details in public, intending to thank the teacher for not minding,
actually hands the child’ s embarrassment to the whole room. Replace it with a vague

but honest phrase such as during the period when the child was not doing well.

Mistake five: running long. You prepared 1,500 words, spoke for eight minutes,
parents start checking phones, and the effect drops to zero. Keep it at 600-800
words; reading aloud runs about 200 words per minute, so three to four minutes is

right. Speaking semi—off-script reads more natural than head—down reading.

Mistake six: sneaking in demands. Please call on my child more often sounds like
pressure in public; the teacher cannot easily respond and other parents frown. Raise

requests privately after the meeting; keep only thanks in the speech.

The first four mistakes damage content; the last two damage the room. After
fixing, check the tone once more: no more than three sentences of gratitude, and
every one must be followed by a fact. A parent speaks for the parent community, not
at a personal commendation ceremony; saying our children is more fitting than saying

my child is truly excellent.

Finally, read the occasion. Keep it shorter in a class activity and more formal
in a whole—school event; if school leaders are present, the thanks must cover all
subject teachers, not just the homeroom teacher. Read the finished draft twice: the
first pass deletes fluff, the second deletes tongue—twisters, and what remains are

sentences you can say smoothly and people can remember.
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