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Six Common Mistakes in Designing a Composition Lesson
Plan, and How to Fix Them

After reviewing many composition lesson plans, the problems turn out to cluster
in six places. Each mistake below comes with its symptom, consequence, and a fix you

can paste straight into your own plan.

Mistake one, vague untestable objectives. Symptom: objectives read improve
writing ability or cultivate observation. Consequence: nothing can be checked, and
lesson reviews go silent. Fix: rewrite each objective as action verb plus quantity

plus time, for example write a 150-word passage in class with one example and one
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detail, finished within fifteen minutes.

Mistake two, the game detached from the goal. Symptom: the guessing game uses
only funny appearance features, lively but unrelated to craft. Consequence: the lead-
in eats seven or eight minutes and squeezes the main stages. Fix: the game material
must use the very technique being taught; bury action and expression details in the
descriptions so that guessing correctly depends on detail writing, making the game

the first worked example.

Mistake three, reading the model without taking it apart. Symptom: the model text
is read twice and students chorus that it is good and touching. Consequence: the
model stays disconnected from the drill; students still write vaguely. Fix: attach
two executable tasks, underline the example sentence and the detail sentence, then

ask what this detail lets you see, moving attention from emotion to craft.

Mistake four, too little writing time. Symptom: earlier stages run thirty
minutes, leaving five minutes for the drill and two hasty lines per student.
Consequence: in—-class writing becomes a formality and problems surface only after
class. Fix: count backwards, lock fifteen minutes for writing and five for feedback
first, then split the rest among lead—in, model, and summary; if any stage runs over,

cut the model stage.

Mistake five, the board as a knowledge list. Symptom: the board lists good words
and phrases or definitions of writing. Consequence: it helps nobody during the drill.
Fix: draw only the method structure, trait in the center, example and detail as two
branches, detail splitting into action, speech, expression, appearance, so students

can look up while writing.

Mistake six, feedback without criteria. Symptom: after sharing, the teacher
improvises praise like good, vivid, keep it up. Consequence: students do not know
what worked or how to revise. Fix: publish two criteria beforehand, is there a
concrete example and at least one detail, evaluate against them line by line, and

demonstrate rewriting one flat sentence on the spot.

Finally, a self-check list to tick before submitting the plan: do all three
objectives contain action verbs; are key and difficult points stated separately; does
the lead—in material embody the taught technique; does the model text come with
deconstruction tasks; is the drill at least twelve minutes; is the board a method
structure; does feedback have written criteria. Seven ticks mean the plan has truly

thought the lesson through.
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