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A Record From the Review Class: One Sentence Revised
Three Times in Front of the Whole Class

Twenty minutes into the review class, I projected one sentence from Xiao Yu s
essay: my teacher cares about me. The class went quiet. I first asked whether the
sentence was wrong, and everyone said no. Then 1 asked: after reading it, can you
name which thing the teacher did to care for him? Silence. That is the problem: the

sentence is not wrong, but it carries no information.

The first revision added the event. I asked Xiao Yu to recall a real time the
teacher cared for him. After a long pause he said: once I forgot my water bottle, and
the teacher told me to fetch water in the office. I pressed: when was that? He said,
after the second period in the morning. I revised the sentence to: after the second
period, I forgot my water bottle, and the teacher told me to fetch water in the
office. Students called it a flat list. I explained: do not mind the plainness yet;

the event now stands, and the judgment word cares has something to rest on. Next we
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add things inside it.

The second revision added actions. I asked what the teacher did on the way and
while fetching water. Xiao Yu could not answer, so I asked his deskmate, who said the
teacher was grading homework at the time and was still holding her pen when she
passed the bottle over. I revised it to: the teacher was grading homework, put down
her red pen to let me fetch water, and after I finished she handed the bottle back,
still holding that red pen. A student shouted: the red pen line is good. Once actions

enter, the picture appears.

The third revision added speech. I asked whether the teacher said anything, and
Xiao Yu recalled she said, put your bottle in the side pocket of your schoolbag next
time. I read the whole paragraph together: after the second period I forgot my water
bottle; the teacher was grading homework, put down her red pen to let me fetch water,
handed the bottle back still holding the pen, and said, put your bottle in the side

pocket next time. Xiao Yu read it himself and said it no longer sounds made up.

After this segment I did two things. First, I posted the before and after
versions side by side on the class wall, titled one sentence becomes one paragraph.
Second, I assigned homework: each student picks one similar sentence in their own
essay and revises it in three moves, adding an event, an action, and a line of
speech. The next day, thirty—-six of forty—one students produced decent paragraphs;
the remaining five lacked speech, and I wrote one prompt in each notebook: what did

the teacher say at that moment.
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