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A 300-Word Model Essay with Paragraph Notes: What Makes
"My First Stage Performance’ Work

First, read an assumed third—grade model essay of about three hundred characters,
titled My First Stage Performance. Paragraph one: Today is Children’s Day, and our
class is putting on a textbook play. I am lining up backstage, my palms covered in
sweat, reciting my line in my head three more times. It is our turn; the curtain
opens and the lights blind me. Paragraph two: I play a little tree, and I only have
one line. But when the music starts, I suddenly forget what the line was. I stand
frozen, my face burning like a fever, and I hear someone whispering and laughing in
the audience. After a long pause, I shout out the next line: Spring is here!
Paragraph three: The audience goes quiet for one second, then applause breaks out.

The teacher nods at me. After I step down, classmates say I reacted fast. I say it
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was nothing, but inside I feel like flying. Paragraph four: At home I tell the whole
thing to my mom. Turns out going on stage is not that scary; I want to act again next

time.

Now paragraph by paragraph. Paragraph one is good because it enters the scene
directly: no breakfast, no bus ride; the first sentence is already lining up
backstage. Sweaty palms and reciting the line three times show nervousness without

using the word nervous. That is exactly what a third grader should learn.

Paragraph two is the forgetting—the—lines scene, the riskiest part of the essay.
The model does three things: it writes the body reaction, face burning like a fever;
it writes the pressure from the room, someone laughing in the audience; and it writes
the rescue, shouting out the next line. Many children stop at I forgot my lines, how
embarrassing. The difference is whether the rescue is shown. Shouting Spring is here

may not be brilliant, but it is an action a child could invent, and it feels real.

Paragraph three handles the applause in the right order: one second of silence,
then clapping, then the teacher nodding, then classmates praising. The feeling moves
from stage to audience, and the change from nervous to confident completes here.
Feeling like flying is a simile at third-grade level — enough, without piling up

adjectives.

Paragraph four closes at home, telling mom, with one line of point: going on
stage is not that scary after all. No grand hat like I learned bravery; the point

lands on the child’s own feeling, which fits a third grader’s voice.

When parents coach, check four things: does the opening enter the backstage scene
directly; is nervousness shown through actions; is there a rescue after the lines are
forgotten; does the ending avoid slogans. Pass all four, and this three—hundred-

character essay stands.
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