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Six Common Mistakes in ’A Memorable Day’ Openings and

Endings

After reading a large number of essays titled A Memorable Day , the trouble at
the opening and the ending turns out to be highly concentrated. Here are six common

mistakes, each with a fix.

Mistake one: the opening is too long. Some essays spend two hundred characters on
waking up, brushing teeth, breakfast, and leaving home before the real event starts.
Fix: keep the opening inside three sentences and enter the strangest point of the day
directly. In the early—morning material, only the part that differs from usual

deserves a sentence, such as I woke up before the alarm rang.

Mistake two: a borrowed opening. The sea of life with stars, or meeting an old
lady on the way to school, appears again and again. Test: if thirty classmates could

also use the opening you wrote, it is borrowed. Put in one detail only you know.
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Mistake three: the climax breaks away from the opening. The opening sets up
suspense, then the second paragraph returns to a plain list, and the suspense is
wasted. Fix: the paragraph right after the opening must continue the thread. If the
opening mentions a glass falling to the floor, the next paragraph should say why it

fell and what happened after.

Mistake four: the ending shouts a slogan. I learned the spirit of persistence is
the most common ending. Fix: turn what I learned into what I did, for example, the

next morning I set the alarm for half past five again. The action speaks for itself.

Mistake five: opening and ending do not echo. The opening talks about an
umbrella, the ending talks about sunshine, and the two ends never meet. Fix: before
writing the ending, look back at the opening and reuse one object, sentence, or scene

from it.

Mistake six: too much feeling at the end. Unforgettable appears three times in
one paragraph, each with an exclamation mark. The more you insist, the weaker it
reads. Fix: delete every unforgettable and keep one scene instead, such as at night I

lay in bed, the rain outside had stopped, and I was still awake.

Self-check: after finishing the essay, read only the opening and the ending. If
the opening holds a specific object or scene, the ending reuses an element from the
opening, and no slogan sentence is left, the opening and ending pass. If any one of

the three fails, repair it with the fixes above.
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