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Ten Opening and Closing Patterns for ' A Memorable Day’

Essays

Essays titled A Memorable Day’ wusually stall in two places: a flat opening that
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reads like a list of events, and a closing that can only manage ’That day was truly
unforgettable.’ Below are ten patterns you can use directly, five for openings and

five for closings, each with a sample sentence.

Opening pattern one, suspense: Even now, I still remember that broken umbrella.
The format is still remembering a concrete object years later. The object must be

real: an umbrella, a red pen, an empty seat. Never write that touching thing.

Opening pattern two, scene: At half past five in the morning, I heard my mother
whispering in the kitchen. The format is a specific time plus one sound or action. It
fits the early—morning material: the day you bought breakfast alone for the first

time, or the day you left for a camp.

Opening pattern three, inverted order: When the certificate was placed in my
hands, nobody knew I had wanted to give up twice. The format states the result first,
then hints at a twist. The second paragraph must return to normal order, or the whole

essay falls apart.

Opening pattern four, sound first: Bang — the lab glass fell to the floor. Write
only the sound, then slowly tell what happened before it. Good for competition or

experiment material at the climax.

Opening pattern five, dialogue: Are you sure you can do it? I will go with you.
Dialogue at the start must carry its own information: who is speaking, about what,

and where the tension lies.

Closing pattern one, echo: Until today, that broken umbrella is still hanging
behind our door. The object from the opening reappears at the end, and the structure

closes by itself.

Closing pattern two, growth: That day I did not win first place, but I found out
one thing: I can keep going even when I am scared. The lesson must be tied to the

specific event in the essay. Do not write I learned that persistence is victory.

Closing pattern three, lingering scene: Outside the window, the rain had stopped.
After the story ends, stop at one detail of the environment and leave the feeling for

the reader. It fits the night-reflecting material.

Closing pattern four, dialogue echo: Are you sure you can do it? Now I can

answer: yes, | can. Quote the opening line again, then change the answer.

Closing pattern five, action continues: The next morning, [ set the alarm for
half past five again. One action shows that the day changed something, which works

better than a slogan.

How to use them: decide the core event first, then pick one object or scene that
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can appear at both the start and the end, and choose one opening pattern and one
closing pattern built on the same element. If the opening uses the umbrella, let the
closing use the umbrella too. Do not stack all ten patterns in one essay; two well-

used patterns are enough.
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Opening and Ending Critique: Three Student Samples

Revised

Below are three student fragments, covering an opening, a climax paragraph, and

an ending. Each shows the original first, then a revised version, and explains where
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the problem is.

Case one, the opening. Original: In the sea of life, many events are like stars
in the sky, and the brightest one shines in my heart forever. Critique: this opening
can be attached to any topic; it carries no information about this particular day.
Revised: Last Saturday at half past five in the morning, I stood at the entrance of
the breakfast shop, holding a ten—yuan note gone soft with sweat. That is the early-—
morning material: buying breakfast alone for the first time. Time, place, and the
sweaty note all appear in one sentence, and the reader knows at once this is a story

about a first time.

Case two, the climax. Original: The match was fierce, we all gave our all, and we
finally won. Critique: fierce and gave our all are summaries, not narration; this is
where a climax turns into bookkeeping. Revised: The score was tied at ten. The ball
bounced up, I jumped, my palm brushed the side of it, the ball skimmed the net and
fell, and the other side’s libero dived to save it. My stung palm went numb, but I
shouted Mine and chased the next ball. A climax needs slow motion: turn one action

into three, and add sound and body feeling.

Case three, the ending. Original: What an unforgettable day! I will always
remember this spirit of never giving up. Critique: exclamation plus slogan is the
standard ending illness. Unforgettable is the writer’ s conclusion; the reader may not
feel it. Revised: At night I saw the red mark on my palm where the ball had hit. Mom
asked if it hurt. I said no. It actually hurt a lot. That is the night-reflecting
material: one action and one small lie let the reader feel the weight of that day on

their own.

The common thread in all three cases: the originals stay general, the revisions
get specific. General words such as many, very, unforgettable, and spirit should be

cut and replaced with time, objects, actions, and sounds.

One more rule: the revised opening and ending must echo each other. If the
opening holds a sweaty ten—yuan note, the ending can say that note is still in the
wallet, and the structure closes. A simple test: if the opening and the ending share

no element at all, the structure is loose.
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Six Common Mistakes in ’A Memorable Day’ Openings and

Endings

After reading a large number of essays titled A Memorable Day’, the trouble at
the opening and the ending turns out to be highly concentrated. Here are six common

mistakes, each with a fix.

Mistake one: the opening is too long. Some essays spend two hundred characters on
waking up, brushing teeth, breakfast, and leaving home before the real event starts.
Fix: keep the opening inside three sentences and enter the strangest point of the day
directly. In the early-morning material, only the part that differs from usual

deserves a sentence, such as I woke up before the alarm rang.

Mistake two: a borrowed opening. The sea of life with stars, or meeting an old
lady on the way to school, appears again and again. Test: if thirty classmates could

also use the opening you wrote, it is borrowed. Put in one detail only you know.

Mistake three: the climax breaks away from the opening. The opening sets up
suspense, then the second paragraph returns to a plain list, and the suspense is

wasted. Fix: the paragraph right after the opening must continue the thread. If the
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opening mentions a glass falling to the floor, the next paragraph should say why it

fell and what happened after.

Mistake four: the ending shouts a slogan. I learned the spirit of persistence is
the most common ending. Fix: turn what I learned into what I did, for example, the

next morning I set the alarm for half past five again. The action speaks for itself.

Mistake five: opening and ending do not echo. The opening talks about an
umbrella, the ending talks about sunshine, and the two ends never meet. Fix: before
writing the ending, look back at the opening and reuse one object, sentence, or scene

from it.

Mistake six: too much feeling at the end. Unforgettable appears three times in
one paragraph, each with an exclamation mark. The more you insist, the weaker it
reads. Fix: delete every unforgettable and keep one scene instead, such as at night I

lay in bed, the rain outside had stopped, and I was still awake.

Self-check: after finishing the essay, read only the opening and the ending. If
the opening holds a specific object or scene, the ending reuses an element from the
opening, and no slogan sentence is left, the opening and ending pass. If any one of

the three fails, repair it with the fixes above.
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