A BIKEXH=ABHER: WXZINEEERH A

AR GRS R) B LS. EEADFRAGREAN B, HiRERE=A,

SR, FHEM k. ANGE PR Z A8, SHEBEE . ARKK—K, K
SO A IS PR G0M . ANRE, BRI, AIE: JEEREASUSAE . SR E S, A
FHRJLDN, K2 aismidm. Soefma i, FoRHIIAA Pise. IRESXRI, kY
AN SE o

SR, =AECFN . MOEW AT, B ESWEY, TSN AT, Bk G0
K. AE: Pk— s, AP OR . Bg BB AL, ATRUS RIS
BB =PY5), JFIRB=DUa). FIWrbRiE: s AR R, RSl izt

SR =, GiRTHERK. KK T, LR NAERSE R HE PSR EL A
W, FEAENAERS R, 2k TSNS, BRI B 2ok, B0 TO T — Rt
T, ABEANET R R E O B RSO R A A K F R AL A .

HAG R, Soextad—i: BB REIEhE; B LIRS ANE a7 i g
SERETT: TR A A — DS AR NERE, T WK 7 230 HRFM . 5
B, MSLIX =AM, LT S5 RA RIS E R, AU

XA R HLBAT S BRI A b ) o 0 E P 5OXRAESC,  ASHER) LL ST B, a0
AETIHE, AT HRIAZ. SUNNBAMERES, a0 4% F0EK KA AS
WOl — B SoE L iE R, R aE .

Three Pitfalls in Walk—Home—Alone Essays: Beyond the
Model

Walking home alone is a common subject for A Memorable Day’ . After reading many

students’ versions, the mistakes cluster in three places.

Pitfall one: fear written too big. Some write being followed or nearly abducted,
like a thriller. The real intensity of walking home alone is the footsteps level:
unsure, therefore afraid. Fix: downgrade being followed to being unsure. Footsteps
behind, unable to tell how many people, that is fear enough. After writing, scan
once: any word like villain, abduction, or tailing should be downgraded to

uncertainty.

Pitfall two: three scenes with equal weight. Two hundred characters on the
crossing, two hundred on the road, two hundred on the door, and it reads like a
running account. Fix: slow down one scene and shorten the other two. The stranger on
the road is the core and can run long; compress the crossing and the door to three or

four sentences each. Test: whichever scene changes fear the most should be the
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longest.

Pitfall three: an ending that inflates. I have grown up; independence is life’s
first lesson. Walking home alone is one evening in fourth grade; it cannot carry
life’s first lesson. Fix: shrink the insight to that day. Tomorrow I will walk again,
or the sweat on my palms dried the next day, but I know I opened the door myself. The
insight should only say what that day can support.

A checklist to run after writing: does the crossing have one back—-and-forth
action; is the uncertainty on the road dissolved by a fact; does the door end with a
body reaction, a shaking hand or a soaked strap; do the words fear, courage, and
independence appear anywhere, and if so delete them; does the ending turn a fourth-

grade evening into a great life lesson, and if so shrink it.

Not one item on this checklist asks for beautiful words. For this subject, being
accurate about fear matters more than writing prettily. Write the uncertainty clearly
first, and the sentences will not be poor. When revising, do not rewrite the whole
essay; go down the checklist one item at a time, fix the paragraph that fails, then

run the checklist again. Two passes are usually enough.
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