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Six Common Mistakes in a Bike—learning Diary

After reading many bike—learning diaries, the mistakes turn out to repeat
themselves. Here are the six most common ones, each with a fix, so you can check your

own draft against them.

Mistake one: forgetting the date and weather line. A diary must open with date,
weekday, and weather, like May 23, Saturday, sunny. Some students start straight with

riding and lose the format points. Fix: write the first line before the body.

Mistake two: squeezing three scenes into one sentence. The task asks for Dad

holding the bike, the fall and scrape, and riding ten meters alone, but some drafts
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rush through all three in one line. Fix: draw three boxes on the draft, one scene per

box, at least three lines per box.

Mistake three: writing only pain, not endurance. I fell, it hurt, I cried gives
the reader nothing. A real nine-year—old often wants to cry but holds it in because
classmates are watching. Fix: when writing the fall, ask who was nearby and what

small motion you used to hold back, then write that motion.

Mistake four: dialogue in a grown—up voice. Dad said solemnly: failure is the
mother of success. That line is obviously made up. Fix: recall how your own dad
talks. He probably just says again, or I fell many times at your age. Dialogue should

sound recorded from home.

Mistake five: a slogan ending. Through this event I understood that persistence
is victory is not a diary but a book report. Shouting a moral feels fake. Fix: end
with a body feeling plus one thing planned for tomorrow, like a sore knee but a sweet

heart, and a ride to the shop planned.

Mistake six: skipping the waiting before learning. The model diary opens by
saying the bike waited from grade one to grade three, gathering dust for two years.
With that waiting, the joy of finally riding has somewhere to land. Fix: add one line

about how long the bike waited, or which classmate you envied.

Checklist: date and weather written? Three scenes in three paragraphs? One detail
from the ears and one from the eyes? The held-back tears written? Dialogue sounding
like family? Ending on something for tomorrow? Seven yes answers and the diary

passes.
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