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How to Write a Graduation Ceremony Diary: Three Scenes,
Each with a Small Action

A diary about graduation day often turns out like this: the principal gave a
speech, we exchanged messages, then we walked out of the school gate, and I was
reluctant to leave. That is an agenda, not a diary. Your diary needs one detail in

each of the three scenes that belongs only to you.

Scene one: the principal’ s speech. Do not retell the speech; just record your
state while it was happening. For example: when the principal said ’come back and
visit often’, I looked down at my shoe tips, where a red string tied by a classmate
at last month’ s sports meet still hung on the lace. Or: the speech was long, the hall
was hot, and I was counting the flower pots on the stage, only looking up when I

heard the word ’graduation’. Writing that you were there matters more than writing
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what he said.

Scene two: exchanging messages. This is where details come easiest. Write three
things clearly: the notebook, the pen, and the sentence. For example: my deskmate
wrote ~don’ t switch partners’ in my notebook, with handwriting twice as big as usual.
My pen smeared a line of ink on his sleeve; he pretended to punch me, and we both
laughed. Or: a boy in the back row slipped a message card to a classmate he had
barely ever spoken to; the card said only ’happy graduation’, but his hand trembled a

little when he passed 1it.

Scene three: walking out of the school gate. In this scene, physical feeling
moves people most. For example: when we posed for a group photo at the gate, the sun
burned the back of our necks, and nobody complained. Or: at the crossing I looked
back and saw that the curtain in our room on the fourth floor of the teaching
building was not drawn, and I suddenly remembered that window leaked rain last year.
Do not write I cried ; write that you looked back, write which window you

remembered.

Connect the three scenes with time words: nine in the morning, after the
ceremony, on the way home. The diary s first line carries the date, weekday, and

weather; the weather can be sunny, or whatever the day actually looked like.

How to place the emotion: write one sentence only, at the end of the last scene.
For example: so graduation is not the day the exams end, but this step out of the
school gate today. Everything else is carried by actions and details; the reluctance

is read by the reader, not shouted by you.

Word allocation for reference: the principal’ s speech paragraph around one
hundred and fifty words, two message—exchanging paragraphs around two hundred and
fifty, the school—-gate paragraph plus ending around one hundred and fifty, totaling

about five hundred words, exactly what the topic asks for.
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