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Four Traps in Graduation Diaries, Plus a Checklist of
Detail Material

Trap one: writing it as a ceremony report. An agenda—style diary: first the flag
raising, second the principal’ s speech, third the certificate awards. Fix: keep the
ceremony flow to a single explanatory sentence and give all the space to small things

your eyes caught. The agenda is the skeleton; the small things are the flesh.

Trap two: emotion carried entirely by idioms. Reluctant to part, loath to leave,
eyes brimming with tears, hard to separate: four idioms crammed into a five—hundred-—
word diary add up to no emotion at all. Fix: run an idiom—replacement drill, swapping
each idiom for a body reaction or a small action. Reluctant to part becomes: nobody

took the first step when the ceremony dispersed. Eyes brimming becomes: bending down
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to pretend to look for a pen, while actually blinking fast.

Trap three: everyone is equally wonderful. Writing that I love every classmate
and every teacher means you wrote nobody. Fix: write only two people, one close to
you and one you barely interact with. For the close one, write the message they left;
for the distant one, write one out—of-—character moment, like the exchange student who

never talks initiating a high-five with everyone today.

Trap four: forcing a grand ending. Typical sentence: I will cherish the remaining
time and study hard to repay my school. A diary of ceremony day needs no resolutions;
save those for next year. Fix: stop the ending on a picture, or on a small wondering
question, like: what color will the middle school uniform be? I cannot guess, but

tomorrow I will know.

Material checklist: twenty details you can collect on site before and during the
ceremony; picking five is enough. One, the extra sentence your mom said when you left
home. Two, who organized the photo queue at the school gate. Three, whose new shoes
were in the hall. Four, what you counted during the principal’ s speech. Five, names
mispronounced during the awards. Six, your own same—side limbs on stage, or the
weight of the certificate. Seven, your deskmate’s exact message and how big the
handwriting was. Eight, the misspelled word in the message notebook. Nine, ink
smudged on each other’s sleeves or hands. Ten, the strict teacher saying something
soft today. Eleven, whether any teacher took photos or wiped their eyes. Twelve, how
many minutes the loudest boy in class stayed quiet. Thirteen, who sang off-key during
the class song. Fourteen, whose handwriting was on the balloons or the banner.
Fifteen, who cleaned up the trash left in the classroom after dismissal. Sixteen, the
welcome words or countdown left unwritten on the blackboard. Seventeen, who said
goodbye first at the gate. Eighteen, the window, tree, or flagpole you saw when
looking back. Nineteen, the first sentence spoken on the way home. Twenty, the one

message in the notebook you did not understand until evening.

Suggested order of use: copy the checklist onto a slip the night before and bring
it into the hall, jot keywords during the ceremony, and expand them into paragraphs

that evening. Written this way, every paragraph has a source, and nothing runs empty.
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