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Model Essay: Reading ’An Unforgettable Day’ — The Light

in an Ordinary Day

Reading ’An Unforgettable Day , what I remember is not the great wind and rain
the author described, but a far smaller detail: that morning his mother could not see
him off to school, so she peeled the boiled eggs she had cooked and put them in the
side pocket of his schoolbag, with a note saying eat them after school, still warm.
The author says that when he smelled the eggs in the classroom, he suddenly felt he
had not been left behind.

This detail made me pause. The article is titled an unforgettable day, yet what
made the day unforgettable was not any big event, but someone doing a small thing for

him without his knowing.

I remembered a morning in the second half of fourth grade. The sky was clear when
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I left home, but rain came down during the break after the second period. I stood
worrying at the school gate, because walking home takes twenty minutes. The guard
called out that someone had brought me an umbrella. I ran over. It was my
grandfather. He pushed the umbrella into my hands, said don’ t wander off at noon, and
turned around to leave. His slippers were wet. Only later did I recall that his legs
are bad and he never wears slippers out in the rain. To reach the school before my
break after the second period, he must have set out the moment he heard the rain,

without even changing his shoes.

That evening I hung the umbrella behind the door and said nothing; Grandfather
was on the balcony fixing his radio and never mentioned the umbrella either. I nearly
forgot the whole thing. Reading about the peeled eggs in the schoolbag, I remembered
it again, and with it something even smaller: I used that umbrella for three years,

and even when one of its ribs broke, I did not throw it away.

My realization: an unforgettable day is often not the day of outings, prizes, or
birthday parties. What truly stays is the moment in an ordinary day when someone
quietly has you in mind. The eggs, the wet slippers, the umbrella with one broken
rib, none of them shine by themselves, but when they come back to mind, the whole day
lights up. The author in the article smelled the eggs; I can feel that broken

umbrella rib. Neither of us said anything, yet both of us knew we were not alone.

Since then I keep a habit: when such a moment happens, I write two or three lines
in my diary that day. No reflections needed, just the objects: eggs, slippers,

umbrella. Years later, flipping back, those lines will light up on their own.
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Breaking Down the Model Essay: Four Moves, Plus Two
Spots to Do Better

Take the model essay above apart and see how it was built. There are four moves

in all. None is hard, but the order cannot be shuffled.

Move one: in the quoting part, grab an object, not the plot. The essay never
retells what ~An Unforgettable Day’ is about; it picks only the peeled egg in the
side pocket of the schoolbag. The most common collapse in a reading response is
summarizing the whole article in the first paragraph and running dry by the second.
An object is small enough to quote in one sentence, and the rest of the space stays

yours.

Move two: your own experience and the original text travel the same sensory
channel. In the original the author smells the eggs; in the model essay I see the wet
slippers and later feel the broken umbrella rib. Smelling, seeing, touching: the body
notices first, the meaning comes after. Once two experiences meet at the senses, you

do not even need a transition sentence: the reader makes the connection.

Move three: place one detail that breaks a pattern. The wet slippers are the
hinge of the essay. Grandfather has bad legs and never wears slippers in the rain,
yet this time he came in slippers, and they were soaked. The break is never
explained; the reader works out by himself how urgent it must have been. When writing

your own experience, find such a point: usually not like this, that time like this.

Move four: let the realization close on the objects, not on a slogan. The essay
lands on eggs, slippers, and a broken umbrella rib, ending with the line that

touching the broken rib told me I was never alone. The realization is spoken along
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the objects, not shouted. Any sentence like we should cherish our family kills the

paragraph.

Two spots could still be better. First, the umbrella scene has only the pushing
of the umbrella and one line of instruction; one more beat, say him nudging the
handle half an inch deeper into my hand before turning away, would make the figure
stand firmer. Second, the closing habit paragraph is a bit plain; the two—or—three-
lines habit could be more concrete, for instance written on the last page of the

diary so that years later no explanation is needed.

A checklist you can use directly: one, pick one object or action from the article
and quote it in a single sentence; two, choose an experience of your own that
contains one detail breaking a pattern; three, check that the two experiences share
one sense; four, write the realization in no more than three sentences starting from
the object; five, delete every shouted slogan. Practice: write one essay following

the list, then tick the list item by item and patch whatever is missing.
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Three Rewrites of This Reading Response: How the Empty
Opening Got Thrown Away

The essay you just read is the third draft. What the first two looked like may

sound familiar to some people.

The first draft opened with: after reading ' An Unforgettable Day’, I will never
forget this day. The sentence finished, and I stopped. There was nothing in that
sentence belonging to ~An Unforgettable Day ; it would fit after reading any article
at all. I deleted it, and found the whole opening paragraph gone with it, as if I had

never read the thing.

The second draft summarized the plot honestly: great wind and rain, his mother
could not see him off, he fell on the way, and reached school in the end. Past eighty
words, when it came time for my own thoughts, my head was blank. Summarizing the
whole story just retells someone else’ s tale; by the end the reader remembers the

story, not you. This draft died too.

For the third draft I re-read the article with a pen, underlining every concrete
thing I met: the note, the side pocket, the smell of eggs. I stopped at the peeled
egg. Who puts peeled eggs in a schoolbag side pocket? The strangeness of it dragged
out what the article really meant: someone was thinking of him without his knowing.
Starting from the egg and then joining in Grandfather with the umbrella worked in one

pass.

The ending was rewritten too. The second draft ended with: we should cherish
those who quietly love us. The sentence is not wrong; it is wrong that it has nothing
to do with eggs, slippers, or the umbrella, borrowed from some composition book. The
fix was to go back to the objects: land the realization on the broken rib, touching

it told me I was never alone. The borrowed sentence disappeared.

After rewriting I run three checks. Check one, the opening: cover the article’s
title, does the opening still work? If it does, the opening is empty; rewrite it.
Check two, the middle: does your experience contain a detail where things are usually
not so but that time were? If not, change the experience, or change the article.
Check three, the ending: read the last paragraph alone, are there objects in it? Only

big truths means delete and re—join.
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Of the three drafts, the most valuable thing was the pen that underlined in the
third. Next time you write a reading response, do not rush to thoughts; first
underline the things in the article one by one, and where something feels strange,

stop right there.
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