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Four Common Mistakes: Why the Reading Response Turns

into a Growth Report

For the same assignment, eight out of ten reading responses show mistakes

clustered in four places. Check whether your draft has any of them.

Mistake one: retelling the whole article. Some drafts retell from the article’s
first paragraph to its last, with the writer’ s own words only in the final two lines.
Self-check: count how many times the draft mentions the article’s title or words like
he and the protagonist. Five or more mentions usually means retelling. Fix: delete
the retelling paragraph, keep one detail, and fill the freed space with your own

experience.

Mistake two: the quoted detail is not moving. For example, quoting a moral
sentence from the article: he understood the meaning of responsibility. That is not a

detail; it is the author commenting, and you cannot build your own experience on it.
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Moving details have a picture: one action, one line of speech, one appearance. Self-
check: read the sentence you quoted, close your eyes, and see whether you can see a

picture. If not, swap it out until you find a sentence with action and sound.

Mistake three: your experience does not match the article. The article writes
about a hardworking father, but your experience is scoring full marks on a test; the
two can only be glued together with filler like I feel my parents’ love is great.
Self-check: put the article’s detail and your experience side by side and summarize
each with one verb. Climbing a platform and acing a test do not match; climbing a
platform and pushing a bike do. If they do not match, change the experience instead

of forcing the link.

Mistake four: the reflection is a slogan. Lines like I have grown up or I must
study hard to repay my parents can be pasted after any reading response, which shows
they did not grow from this experience. Self-check: copy the reflection out by
itself, hide the title, and see whether a reader can guess which article it is about.
If they cannot, it is a slogan. Fix: go back to the turning point in your experience
and write one sentence that belongs only to that moment, for example: so adults get

tired too; they just do not say it.

Before handing in, run four checks in order: is there a retelling paragraph, does
the quoted sentence have a picture, can the experience and the article be matched by
one verb, and can the reflection still be recognized with the title hidden. Pass all
four and the three required elements all stand. This checklist saves more effort than
rewriting, because the mistakes live in individual sentences, and fixing sentences is

faster than starting over.
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