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How to Write a Recitation Poem: Three Images, Neat

Lines, One Rhyme

A recitation poem differs from an ordinary poem in one big way: it must be read

aloud. When you finish, read it out loud once and fix every awkward line on the spot.

Step one: cut the day into three parts. Morning departure, afternoon laughter,
dusk on the way home — they become the poem’ s three stanzas, four to six lines each,
and the whole poem reaches twelve to sixteen lines. Cut by time like slicing a
watermelon, no flashbacks, so the reciting children and the listeners can both
follow.

Step two: give each stanza its core image. Morning departure takes sunlight:

sunlight landing on a schoolbag, on a ticket, on outstretched fingers. Afternoon
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laughter takes the laugh itself: specific enough to be laughing until you crouch,
laughing out tears. Dusk homeward takes footsteps: shadows stretched long by the
setting sun, steps lighter than in the morning. One image per stanza, never visiting

the neighbors, and the skeleton of the poem stands clear.

Step three: build rhythm with neat lines. The easiest trick is to start all three
stanzas the same way, for instance That day, ... as the first line of each; keep the
same number of lines per stanza and similar length per line, between five and nine
characters. Neat does not mean rigid — let one line per stanza run a little longer,

placed third, like a breath mark in a song.

Step four: keep one rhyme. You need not rhyme every line; rhyme the even lines
with the same ending sound, and the poem rolls off the tongue naturally. If a rhyme
will not come, change the words — a filler like the sunlight is nice is worse than

sunlight landing on the cap’ s brim.

Division of labor for class recitation: the opening line of each stanza goes to
the whole class in unison, middle lines are taken by groups in turn, and the last
line returns to everyone. Leave these gaps while writing — short lines for unison,

longer lines for groups — and the performance gains rise and fall.

How to title it: use a pointing phrase like That Day, not a title that says

everything such as Happy Unforgettable Times; leave the audience one question mark.

Final check: does each stanza hold one image, do the even lines rhyme, does

anything stumble when read aloud. Pass all three and the poem is ready for the stage.
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