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Sample Poem and Commentary: That Day, Line by Line

Read a fourteen—line sample first, then take it apart stanza by stanza.

Stanza one: That day, the sunlight was light, / light as a feather landing on a
schoolbag. / The ticket creased in my hand, / and one command to start, the column
moved. / Shadow lined up behind shadow, step, step. Comment: in the morning-departure
stanza, sunlight on the bag, the creased ticket, shadows in line — all three details
are visible things, with no abstract words like excitement; the doubled step, step

leaves a rhythm mark for recitation.

Stanza two: That day, the laughter was loud, / loud enough to startle sparrows
off the haystack. / Someone said something, and the whole group crouched, / the taste
of laughing out tears — salty. / The sun crossed the millstone, then crossed us.

Comment: in the afternoon—laughter stanza, laughter startling sparrows turns sound
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into a picture; laughing into a crouch and the salt of laughing—tears put the laugh
in the body. Sunlight appears only once here, crossing the millstone then crossing

us, marking time passing without stealing the previous stanza’ s image.

Stanza three: That day, the footsteps were soft, / soft as treading on dusk’s
cotton. / The setting sun stretched our shadows very, very long, / the step, step
sound lighter than in the morning. / That day, all of it on the way home. Comment: in
the dusk-homeward stanza, soft steps, long shadows, and a lighter step, step echo
stanza one, closing the circle; the last line lands That day on the road home, and a

unison reading of it makes a perfect ending.

The even lines carry one rhyme family across the poem, so the rhyme feet fall on

even lines and the listening feel is neat.

Two places to improve. First, the sun crossing the millstone in stanza two
repeats stanza one’ s sunlight; since laughter owns stanza two, change that line to
shadows crossed the millstone, and the two stanzas keep separate images. Second, the
fourth line of stanza three runs far longer than the rest, forcing the reciter to

rush; trimming it to step, step lighter than morning smooths it out.

The sample already carries a division of labor for class recitation: every
stanza’ s opening That day goes to the whole class, the three middle lines go to
groups in turn, the final line returns to everyone. When copying the script, bold the

unison lines and rehearsal needs no debate.
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