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A Model Speech Annotated: I Forgot My Words at That
Speech Contest

Suppose the model speech opens like this: Teachers and classmates, hello! Three
months ago I stood on stage with my mind completely blank and stood there for a full
forty seconds. This opening walks straight into the scene, and the number forty
seconds makes the embarrassment tangible, far better than that failure is etched in
my heart. The first minute of a class meeting speech decides whether the audience

looks up, and the model earns that look with a concrete number.

One sentence in the failure paragraph is worth copying into your notebook: On my
way off stage I heard someone laughing in the back row, and I was sure it was at me,
though maybe it was not. First the sound, then the story the mind adds, then the
self-correction, all in one line, capturing both humiliation and pride. Failure feels

real when you write the fact and the racing thoughts the fact causes.
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The persistence paragraph is about drilling the script: I recorded it as audio,
listened on the way to school and before bed for two weeks, until I could recite it
with my eyes closed. But memorizing does not stop nervousness, so I practiced in
front of the mirror; the first try made me laugh, the fifth looked decent. The clever
part is admitting nervousness survives memorization, then offering a fix. Many
students stop at I practiced again and again. The model takes two more steps: how far
the practice went, what problem remained, and how it was solved. That is what makes

persistence convincing.

The insight paragraph has one core line: Those forty seconds taught me that
preparation should never stop at just enough; keep an extra length, and that extra is
reserved for nervousness. The lesson grows out of the practice story instead of being
pasted on. A speech insight should be a sentence the audience can carry home, and

this one qualifies.

Two places could still improve. First, the middle lists three listening methods
in a row, which reads too neat to be true; change them to three different actions:
listen, recite, write from memory. Second, before the thanks there is a call to
action about facing failure bravely, which tends to ring hollow in a class meeting;
delete it, stop on the insight line, then thank the audience, and the ending hits

harder.

When revising your own draft against this model, check three things: does the
failure have a number or a picture, does the persistence say what problem remained,
and can the insight stand alone outside the essay. Pass all three and a 600-word

speech holds up.
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