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Six Common Mistakes in Review Lessons and a Recovery
Checklist

Most mistakes in review lessons are not knowledge problems but classroom
organization problems. The six below are ordered by how often they happen, each with

a recovery move; check them against your plan before class.

Mistake one: the lesson becomes a scores reading. The teacher opens with the
average score, the top score, and a few good sentences, and half the period is gone.
Scores and good sentences cannot replace instruction; students leave knowing others
wrote well but not how to fix their own next piece. Recovery: keep the opening under

two minutes and go straight into the contrast segment; scores stay in the grade book,
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not on the tongue.

Mistake two: reading margin comments instead of teaching. The teacher reads aloud
what was written during marking, this opening is too vague, the detail balance is
off, all jargon, while students copy comments. Comments are results, not process.
Recovery: translate each comment into an executable action; unbalanced detail becomes
at least four actions in the most unforgettable moment, vague becomes a concrete

picture within the first three sentences.

Mistake three: only reviewing strong writers. The whole lesson revolves around
three excellent drafts while the rest watch. Students who write running accounts need
the review lesson most yet are never mentioned. Recovery: the contrast segment uses
excerpts from mid-to—lower drafts, peer review guarantees every student receives one

suggestion, and excellent drafts get only thirty seconds at the end.

Mistake four: leaving revision as homework. The lesson only talks, revision goes
home, and the second drafts come back nearly identical because students forgot the
method. Recovery: protect at least ten minutes of in—class revision, limited to one

paragraph; one paragraph done thoroughly beats a pass over the whole piece.

Mistake five: choosing a hopeless weak text. Some teachers pick excerpts full of
misspellings and broken sentences, and the class spends twenty minutes fixing typos,
unrelated to writing in detail. Recovery: the weak text must be fluent but flat, with
flaws concentrated in even effort and missing detail, so the diagnosis matches the

treatment.

Mistake six: peer review as ritual. Deskmates draw a star, write keep it up, and
finish in two minutes. Recovery: hand out task slips with exactly two tasks, find the
most unforgettable moment and mark a line, then write one action—level suggestion
after the line; during circulation the teacher collects empty suggestions and
demonstrates rewriting on the spot. Peer review quality depends on task specificity,

not on time allotted.

Suggested self-check order: first confirm the plan protects ten minutes of in-—
class revision, then confirm the weak text is fluent but flat, then confirm peer

review has task slips. With these three standing, the lesson will not drift.
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