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Four Common Flaws in Essays on Honesty, with a Fix for
Each

Flaw one: the event is invented too big. The child writes about finding a wallet
and handing it to the police, or a classmate caught cheating. The problem: the child
never lived it, so every detail is fabricated, and they cannot write how much was in
the wallet or what the officer said. Self-check: did I actually experience this? If
not, swap it. Fix: switch to something real from the classroom, like a deskmate
borrowing an eraser and not returning it, and whether you covered for it when the

teacher asked. For events you lived through, images come back with your eyes closed.

Flaw two: the hesitation is brushed off. The whole essay says I felt so
conflicted, so torn, and then it is over. The problem: hesitation is the heart of an
honesty essay; if the heart beats once and stops, the essay has no pulse. Self-check:
count the sentences about hesitation, are there more than three? Fix: split

hesitation into two intentions plus one action. Suppose the essay is about altering a
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score: first intention, erase it and pretend the paper was never returned; second
intention, deal with it after school; action, the paper gets stuffed into the bottom
of the schoolbag.

Flaw three: the confession is only its result. I bravely admitted my mistake to
the teacher. One sentence flattens the hardest step. Self-check: does the confession
paragraph say how long it took to reach the teacher and what the first spoken words
were? Fix: break the confession into walking, speaking, and the other person’s
reaction. Suppose: I tagged along with two classmates to the office door, my legs
like lead; my first sentence was Teacher, I cannot do this problem; the second was
the name on the paper is not mine; the teacher put down the red pen and looked at me

for three seconds.

Flaw four: the ending shouts slogans. Honesty is gold, honesty is the foundation
of character, straight quotations. Self-check: delete the final paragraph entirely
and reread, does the story before it still stand? Fix: close with a body feeling.
Suppose: on the way home after returning the money, the wind cooled the sweat on my
back, yet my steps were faster than on the way there. Once the feeling is on paper,
readers reach the conclusion that honesty pays on their own, without you shouting it

for them.

The four flaws share one root: children think an honesty essay must prove I am
honest, when it actually must show one journey from dishonesty to honesty. When
parents coach, do not ask what lesson you learned; ask what thought popped up first
in your head at the time, and what your body did. Once those answers exist, the

material for the essay already exists.
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