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How to Write a 300—Word Essay on Honesty: How Many Words
for Each of the Three Scenes

In a 300-word essay, after the opening and closing, only about 240 words remain
for the middle. Split among three scenes: the shop giving change about 60 words, the
hesitation at the door about 100, turning back to return it about 80. Hesitation gets
the most because it is the heart of the essay; the change and the return are only its
cause and result. Children make the opposite mistake: 100 words on the shop, from

entering to picking goods, and two lines on the hesitation.

How to write the 60-word change scene: one sentence on what was bought, one on
how the over—change happened, one on noticing. Example: I bought a bottle of vinegar
and paid ten yuan. The auntie handed me a ten and a five. Outside the door I counted,
and something was wrong, vinegar costs only seven. Three sentences, every one

carrying information, and not one line about how happily I went shopping.

How to write the 100-word hesitation: write standing still, write the two
thoughts, write the body s moves. Example: I stopped at the doorway. Among ten
thoughts one said, the money is just right for stickers at home. Another said, the

auntie would have to pay it out of her own pocket. I put the money in my right
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pocket, then took it out and switched it to the left. Note that last sentence:

switching pockets is the hesitation itself; it saves words compared with writing 1

felt conflicted, and reads better.

How to write the 80-word return: write walking back, speaking up, the other
person’ s reaction and your feeling. Example: I turned and walked back to the counter
and said, auntie you gave me too much. She froze for a moment, tapped her head, and
exchanged five yuan back from her tin box. On the way home I clutched those five yuan
until they were sweaty, yet my heart felt empty, with nothing pressing on it anymore.
Empty sounds backwards but it is true; a third grader cannot say relief like a weight

lifted, and empty is actually right.

Leave 20 to 30 words each for opening and closing. Open straight into the scene:
Saturday afternoon, I went to the little shop at the lane’s corner to buy vinegar.
Close with one feeling: when Mom found out she did not praise me, she just wiped the
sweat off my forehead. Do not write I learned honesty. Count the whole piece once;

stop between 280 and 320 words, and add no more adjectives.
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