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How to Write Inner Struggle in an Honesty Essay: The

Three Exam—Hall Scenes

For the essay ' I Did Not Peek During That Exam’, the score lies not in the event
but in the struggle. The event takes one sentence: I met a hard problem, wanted to
look, did not look, handed in the paper. If 500 words only cover this, you finish in
two lines. The remaining four hundred must all go to the struggle; if the struggle is
not written, the essay does not stand. This is also its biggest difference from the
third-grade return—-the—change essay: that one has actions, this one sits in a seat
the whole time, and the battlefield is inside the mind.

Scene one: meeting the hard problem, about 120 words. The problem must be

concrete, not this problem was so hard. Example: I read the last word problem three
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times, and the line for setting the unknown stayed empty. The hall was quiet, only
the sound of pen tips dragging across paper, the student in front turned a page of
his paper, and my problem was still stuck on its first line. Note that last sentence:
the sound of someone else turning a page is the pressure itself; you need not write I

panicked, the panic is already in the sound.

Scene two: the moment of glancing toward your deskmate, about 200 words, the
heart of the essay. Break the moment into three beats: the eyes moved, the body
froze, the thoughts fought. Example: My deskmate’ s paper sat just behind my elbow, my
gaze landed on it, and I saw the character for ’set’ and half a line of equations. My
back suddenly went stiff, my pen hung in mid—-air. One thought said, one glance and it
is solved, no one will know. Another thought said, if you peek, is that problem even
yours? I put the pen down, reread the problem, and on the second line the way forward

surfaced on its own.

There is a trick for the psychology in this paragraph: the thoughts must be
short, like real speech inside the mind. One thought says one glance and it is
solved, another asks if you peek is it yours, both in plain words, neither crushing
the other, and the struggle exists. The worst line is I went through a fierce
ideological struggle; that sentence summarizes for the reader, and once a summary

appears, the process dies.

Scene three: the calm after handing in, about 120 words. Calm cannot be stated
directly; let it seep out of the body and later events. Example: When I handed in,
that problem was filled to the last line, its final step crooked. Outside the hall my
deskmate said he got it wrong and asked if I got it right, and I said my last step
was probably wrong. After saying it I froze for a second, I had actually not bragged
that I got everything right. On the way home the wind was cool, and for the first

time I was not in a hurry to know whether the problem was right.

The opening puts you in the scene in two sentences: Friday s math quiz,
everything smooth until the last word problem jammed me. Do not end by preaching that
honesty matters more than scores; the whole struggle has already argued that point.
Count the words and stop between 480 and 540. Check three things: the sound of
someone turning a page, the pen hanging in mid-air, and I did not brag. If all three

are there, the essay stands.
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