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Five Common Flaws in Honesty Essays: Check Against This
List Before You Hand It In

The flaws in this kind of essay cluster in five places. Before handing it in,

check against the list below; fix any line that applies.

Flaw one: the promise is too big. Promising to help a friend transfer schools or
to cheat on an exam for someone is either fake or crosses a line. How to spot it:
write the thing you promised in one sentence, read it aloud, and ask whether anything
similar happened in your class last week. If you cannot answer, swap in something
small: keeping a secret, recording homework, meeting on weekends, returning a

borrowed book on time.

Flaw two: the test has no pressure. The test paragraph only says I struggled
inside, with no external action pushing on you. How to spot it: count the verbs in
the test paragraph; remove mental verbs like thought, felt, sensed, and count how

many real action verbs remain. Fewer than three means the test is hollow. Fix: give
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the test a concrete scene, a corridor interrogation, a face—to—face demand, a group

pile—on in a chat, so the pressure comes from outside.

Flaw three: the kept word is only a slogan. The ending reads I did it, I am
proud. Keeping a word must show its cost: what you lost to hold this promise, the
misunderstanding, the cold shoulder, the missed chance. How to spot it: check whether
the closing paragraph contains a concrete event attached to words like lost, cost, or
being shut out. If not, delete the pride and replace it with one thing you failed to

do because of the promise.

Flaw four: the lesson spoils the story early. The opening already says that
experience taught me the value of honesty, before the test even happens. How to spot
it: look for any paragraph that states the moral before its scene occurs. If found,

move that sentence to the end or delete it outright and let readers figure it out.

Flaw five: the three scenes get equal space. Two hundred words each for promise,
test, and kept word reads like three assigned quotas. How to spot it: count the words
in each scene; if the test paragraph is not clearly the longest, the balance is
wrong. Fix: cut the promise paragraph to one hundred and twenty words and give
everything saved to the test, so that one minute in the corridor becomes the longest

paragraph in the essay.

After the five checks, read the whole piece once more and ask each paragraph one
question: does it carry one new piece of information? If the essay still works
without the paragraph, the paragraph is spare. An honesty essay needs no fine words;

it needs one kept mouth that can stand up.
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