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Two Pairs of Openings and Endings Reviewed: One Sentence

Changed, a World of Difference

Compare two pairs of drafts. On the left is the common version; on the right is

the revised one. The review looks only at the sentence that changed.

Pair one, opening. Original: Honesty is a fine tradition of the Chinese nation,
and we should be honest from a young age. That day I promised to help Xiao Lin return
a book. Review: the first sentence is empty talk with no hook to your story; readers
check out from second one. Revised: At the bookstore door, watching Xiao Lin check
his watch, I remembered that the book I promised to return was forgotten at home.
Review: the revision puts the camera on the glance at the watch; event, character,

and conflict all arrive in one sentence, and although the word honesty never appears,
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the reader already knows what this essay is about. Rule of thumb: try deleting your
first sentence. If the essay still works, the first sentence was filler; replace it

with the scene itself.

Pair two, opening. Original: A person without trust cannot stand; this saying
benefited me greatly. Review: the maxim itself is fine; the flaw is the second
sentence. Benefited me greatly is universal empty talk that fits any maxim, which
means it connects to nothing. Revised: A person without trust cannot stand. When I
read that line aloud at the podium, some snickering came from the seats, because the
person who broke a promise last week was me. Review: the revision makes the maxim and
the event touch physically; the one reading the maxim is the one who broke faith, and
the contrast generates itself. Rule of thumb: the sentence after a maxim must fit

only your story; if it would still work for someone else, rewrite it.

Pair one, ending. Original: This matter taught me the importance of honesty, and
from now on I will surely be a trustworthy person. Review: the importance of honesty
carries no information, and from now on I will is a bounced check; the whole essay
deflates here. Revised: I returned the book the next day. Xiao Lin said nothing, but
from then on, whenever he borrowed something he first asked one question: will you
really bring it? Review: the revision ends on a new question; all the damage to trust
lives inside that question, with no summary needed from the author. Rule of thumb: in
the ending, write what changed in the world after the event, not what you promise to

become.

Pair two, ending. Original: Classmates, let us all be honest and let the flower
of honesty bloom across campus. Review: an appeal plus a metaphor, doubly empty, and
it turns the essay into a flag-raising speech. Revised: Xiao Lin still borrows books
from me, but now when he hands one over he taps my wrist once, as if confirming
something. Review: the tap on the wrist brings rebuilt trust to life, ten times more
honest than blooming across campus. Rule of thumb: land the ending on one physical
gesture or one concrete line of speech; if you cannot land it, you are not finished

writing.

What the two pairs share: every original sentence could be pasted into any essay,
while every revised sentence belongs only to this one. Use that as your test for

whether an opening or ending passes.
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