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Six Traps in Openings and Endings: A Self-Check List

with Replacements

These six traps appear most often in honesty essays. Each comes with a way to

spot it and a replacement to use. Run the list before you hand in.

Trap one: the virtue—hat opening. The first sentence says honesty is a virtue or
truth is gold. How to spot it: delete the first sentence and read on; if the essay
still works, you fell in. Replacement: open on the first second of the event, who,

where, doing what, and enter the story in one sentence.
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Trap two: the universal-lesson ending. The close reads I learned that one should
be honest, a line that fits any essay. How to spot it: copy your closing sentence and
ask whether it could be pasted unchanged into an essay about friendship or hard work.
If yes, rewrite it. Replacement: write one concrete residue the event left behind, a

question someone now asks, a gesture, an unfinished diary page.

Trap three: maxim stacking. The opening quotes two famous sayings in three lines,
and the body never mentions them again. How to spot it: count how many times each
maxim appears; one appearance unconnected to the event means decoration. Replacement:
keep at most one maxim, and force it into a relationship with the event. The one

reciting the maxim, the one it slaps in the face, must be you.

Trap four: the opening and ending shouting the same thing. The opening says we
should be honest; the ending says it again; the essay marches in place. How to spot
it: read the first and last sentences side by side; if the meaning repeats, you are
caught. Replacement: the ending must carry information the opening did not have, a

change after the event, one new detail, or an open question.

Trap five: the sudden appeal at the end. Mid-narration comes 1 urge my
classmates, let us all. A narrative turns into a speech. How to spot it: search the
text for words like classmates or let us. Replacement: pull the camera back to the

scene and close on a gesture; readers do not need your commands.

Trap six: the opening spoils the ending. The first paragraph already states the
lesson the ending was supposed to deliver, so no test feels tense anymore. How to
spot it: check the opening paragraph for combinations like I learned plus a moral.
Replacement: let the opening carry only a hook or a scene, and push all the lesson to

the ending, one or two sentences at most.

After the six checks, do one last step: copy your first sentence and your last
sentence onto a line side by side. If both belong only to this essay, do not repeat
each other, and contain no abstract virtue words, your opening and ending pass. The

middle, just write the event concretely.
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