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Openings and Endings for Honesty Essays: 10 Sentence

Patterns, Each with a Short Example

The openings of honesty essays either copy a famous quote and force it into the
next sentence, or begin with my name is and I am in grade so—and-so. The endings

either shout I will be an honest child or suddenly leap up to the fine traditions of
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the nation. Below are ten patterns, five for openings and five for endings, each with

a short example you can swap your own story into.

Opening one, the quote lead—in. Put the maxim first, and let the second sentence
land straight on your own story with no gap between. Example: Words must be
trustworthy, actions must be resolute. In my first year of junior high I promised my
deskmate I would record his homework every day, and that one promise turned eight

characters into two months of living them.

Opening two, the frozen scene. Drop the camera on the most tense second of the
event. Example: When the homeroom teacher questioned me in the corridor, my palms

were soaked, and that I don’ t know stuck in my throat.

Opening three, the question. Ask something the reader also wants answered.
Example: Keeping a secret for a friend cost me two weeks of being misjudged by the

whole class. Was it worth it? I spent two weeks doing the math.

Opening four, the contrast. Show what everyone else does first, then show how
that time I was different. Example: After that affair, the rumor—spreaders in class

changed three rounds, and only A-Zhe and I kept silent.

Opening five, the hook. Throw out half the result. Example: I was misunderstood
for two weeks over one sentence I never took back, yet at dismissal I did not regret
it at all.

Ending one, the echo. Call back the person, object, or line from the opening. If
the opening had a water bottle, end with that bottle. Example: As A-Zhe left, he
dropped the crumpled bottle into the bin in my hand; that clang was louder than any
pledge.

Ending two, the 1ift. The lift must step off a concrete detail into character,
one step only. Example: Those two weeks taught me that keeping faith is not about

never lying; it is about rather hurting yourself than handing a friend over.

Ending three, the open ending. Stop on an action and leave the moral unwritten.
Example: At the school gate he said that one line; I nodded, we each walked home, and
the streetlights stretched our shadows long.

Ending four, the rhetorical question. Hand the verdict to the reader with one
question. Example: If it happened again, would I still say that I don’t know in the

corridor?

Ending five, the detail close. End on one new small detail. Example: After that

day my diary gained one unfinished page, titled The Thing I Promised.

Three materials rotate through the patterns: a kept—-promise story about recording
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a classmate’ s homework for two months; a broken—promise lesson about standing a
friend up for an hour at a bookstore; the maxim a people without trust cannot stand.

Run every pattern once, then keep the one closest to your event.
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