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How to Write a Lesson Learned From Not Returning a

Borrowed Book: Dividing and Writing Three Scenes

When a fourth grader writes “The Lesson of Not Returning a Borrowed Book”, the
title has already fixed the story: you borrowed a book from a classmate, forgot to
return it, felt ashamed when reminded, and then made things right. You do not need to
overthink it. Just write three scenes clearly in order. Here is how many words to

spend on each scene and what to put in it.

Scene one: the borrowing promise, about eighty to one hundred and twenty words.
Open with two or three sentences saying whom you borrowed the book from and which
book it was, then focus on writing out the promise. A line of dialogue works best: "I
will keep it for a week and definitely return it by next Friday.” Once that sentence
exists, the later forgetting becomes a real problem, because the heart of an honesty
essay 1s whether you keep the words you said. Add one line about how you felt at the

time, for example thinking a week was long and agreeing too easily, which plants the
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seed for forgetting.

Scene two: forgetting to return it, the part that needs the most space, about one
hundred and fifty to one hundred and eighty words. Do not just write “I forgot”.
Write how the forgetting happened: first, how it slipped your mind, with lots of
homework, class duty, and the thought of returning it next week, so the deadline
passed; then the moment you were reminded, when the classmate said “Isn’t it time to
give my book back?”, your heart dropped, your face turned red, your heart beat fast,
your palms sweated, and you still stammered “I... I will bring it tomorrow for sure.”
Specific psychological description means writing the body reactions: red face,
pounding heart, not daring to look the other person in the eye. These work better

than a hundred sentences of ”“I felt ashamed”.

Scene three: apologizing and returning it on your own, about one hundred to one
hundred and thirty words. Notice the title asks for an active apology, not a grudging
return after being pushed. You can write that you brought the book early the next
morning, noticed a folded corner, and felt even more embarrassed; you handed it over
with both hands and said, “I am sorry. I promised to return it by last Friday, but I
kept you waiting.” Finally write how you will change, for example keeping a borrowing
notebook that records what you borrowed and when to return it. One closing sentence

is enough for the lesson: keep your word, and return borrowed things on time.

The three scenes add up to about four hundred words, exactly what the title asks
for. While writing, remember two things: keep the language plain, use few idioms and
plenty of real feelings from “1”; and put psychological description into body

reactions, so the reader blushes along with you.

www. vv99. net



