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Five Common Flaws in a Grade 3 Honesty Diary and a Self-
Check List

Flaw one: the promise is too big. Some children write ' I promised Mom I would
tidy my room every day this term’ . A whole term s promise cannot be finished inside
one day, so the ending has to be rushed. Change it to one concrete instance: clean
the desk before bed tonight. Self-check: can the thing I promised be done within
today?

Flaw two: not a single lazy thought from start to finish. Some diaries jump
straight from the morning promise to the evening finish, with no wobble at all,
reading like an award citation. A real child always hesitated. One sentence 1is
enough: after lunch I glanced at the desk and thought, tomorrow would be the same.
Self-check: did I admit in the diary that I wanted to slack off?

Flaw three: the finishing process is waved away. I tidied the room’ - seven
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words and done. Yet those seven words are exactly where the diary should slow down.
Rewrite it with steps and time: first hang the clothes from the chair back into the
wardrobe, then throw away the broken pens from the pen holder, finally wipe the
desktop, fifteen minutes in total. Self-check: could a reader tidy the room by

following my words?

Flaw four: the ending shouts a slogan. Many diaries close with I will always be
an honest and trustworthy child . That sentence works at the end of any diary, which
proves it does nothing for this one. Replace it with the day’ s feeling: looking at
the clean desk, I felt light and glad that I did what I promised. Self-check: would
this ending still fit a different diary? If yes, delete it.

Flaw five: the date and weather fight the text. One child wrote ’Saturday,
sunny , then said he played soccer with classmates late after school, yet also wrote
that he spent the whole afternoon tidying — the times do not add up. Before writing,
lay out a timeline on scratch paper: when school ended, when the lazy thought came,
when tidying started, when it ended. Self-check: can every event in the text fit on

the timeline?

Beyond the five flaws, one bonus move: give the most important moment a sound or
a color. The click of the block box snapping shut, or the new green pen holder placed

on the desk. One detail makes the whole diary memorable.

When revising, do not fix all five at once. Change one flaw per pass, reread,

then take the next. After five passes the diary is nearly free of hard errors.

www. vv99. net



