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Four Easy Traps When Writing Honesty Diaries About Found
Wallets

Trap one: the search runs too smoothly, like a rehearsed play. The wallet is
found, the broadcast happens, the owner arrives — not one miss along the way. A real
search always ends empty—handed at some point: the equipment room says no, the
broadcast teacher says we will air it later, they wait ten minutes on the spot and
nobody comes. Put the misses in, and the final find feels earned. Fix: schedule at

least one wasted trip inside the search scene.

Trap two: the owner appears out of thin air. Some diaries write 'a classmate came
over and said it was his’, but where he came from and how he heard the news goes
unwritten. One sentence of source fixes it: five minutes after the broadcast, a small
first—grade boy burst out of the school building gate, shouting that he had lost his

wallet as he ran. Let the owner be drawn by the news, not summoned by the author.

Trap three: the thanks reads like an award citation. The owner says excitedly:

"You are a model student who never pockets found money; I must learn from you!’
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Fourth graders do not talk like this, and writing it makes the diary false. Swap in
child-sized behavior: he said thank you three times, turned and ran, then turned back
at the stairs and waved. A repeated thanks and one backward wave beat any citation by

a hundred times.

Trap four: the observer disappears completely. The author of an observation diary
is the one watching, yet some diaries have no I’ at all, like security footage. You
do not need much; two spots are enough: one is what we saw and felt at the time -
when the broadcast went out, our whole class leaned out along the corridor; the other
is the shift in thought at the end. Put both in, and there is a person behind the

camera.

One more small flaw worth mentioning: the amount of money disagrees with itself.
The wallet is said to hold fifty yuan early on, then the owner claims a hundred — the
checking scene falls apart. Decide what is inside before writing; write it when
found, repeat the same numbers from the owner’ s mouth, align all three spots, and the
check holds.

Fix in order, big before small: first add the wasted trips, then the owner’ s
source, then replace the award citation, finally insert your two moments of presence.
With all four traps filled, the diary turns from a running account into an

observation with pictures.
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