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A Three-Step Method for Writing About My Teacher: Pick

One Trait, Lock onto Details

When writing the composition My Teacher, many students open with my teacher works
so hard and cares for us like a mother, then have nothing left to say. It is not that
your teacher is uninteresting; you have not learned how to pick material. Follow

three steps and this composition can turn out different.

Step one: choose only one teacher, the one who gives you a picture the moment you
think of them. Close your eyes for ten seconds; whoever s face pops up first is your
subject. Whether it is the math teacher or the Chinese teacher who pops up shows who
left a deeper mark. Write about the teacher you remember vividly and you will have
material; write about one whose name you barely recall and all you can say is that
they work hard.

Step two: lock their trait into one word, as precise as a nickname. If your

Chinese teacher always turns around suddenly while writing on the blackboard to check
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the class, her trait is suddenly. If your math teacher never scolds you for a wrong
answer and only asks you could do this one before, his trait is gentleness. Once the

word is locked, write only what relates to it and delete everything else.

Step three: find three details to support that word. Look in three places: one
classroom question, one after—-class talk, one small habit of the teacher. For the
classroom question, recall how the whole class reacted and how your heart pounded.
For the talk, write down the teacher’s exact words, even if it is only one sentence.
Small habits are easiest to miss: for example, the English teacher lines up pieces of

chalk on the podium before every dictation. A habit that repeats is a good detail.

You can open like this: when I write about my teacher, the first thing in my mind
is not his words but that habit of his. You can close like this: I may forget every
problem he taught, but I will remember that habit. This frame fits any teacher, as

long as step three actually produced details.

Do not spend equal effort on the three details. Pick the most visual one and slow
it down like a movie in slow motion: how he picks up the chalk, how he lays it out,
whom he glances at afterward. Keep the other two brief. In a six—hundred—-character
composition, one detail written in full is stronger than three details written in two

lines each.
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