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Four Common Flaws in Teacher Compositions and How to Fix
Them

After marking dozens of My Teacher compositions, the flaws cluster into four.

Check your own against them and fix any that apply.

Flaw one: a running account. The essay follows the teacher from morning entry to
dismissal: class, grading, cleaning, everything. Test it: after reading your essay,
can someone summarize in one sentence what the teacher did? If yes, it is a running
account. Fix: keep one event only, and start from its most intense moment. If you
write about the teacher carrying you across floodwater on a rainy day, begin with the

warmth of his back, then circle back to why you ended up there.

Flaw two: the whole class writes the same event. You write teaching while sick,
your deskmate writes teaching while sick, and so does the back row. Test it: read

your topic aloud to a classmate; if they say I wrote that too, you collided. Fix:
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change your material pool. Sick—in—class, sending students home in rain, grading late
at night are collision zones; avoid all three. Write what only happened to your
class: the nickname the teacher gave your class, the toy he confiscated and secretly

returned, the sports meet where he lost his voice cheering.

Flaw three: turning the teacher into a superhero. The teacher knows everything,
no problem stumps him, he never makes mistakes. Test it: does your teacher have a
single clumsy moment anywhere? If not, you overshot. Fix: write one mistake or
catchphrase of the teacher. The math teacher wrote y instead of x, the class laughed,
and he scratched his head saying that y really does look like x:; the Chinese teacher
mispronounced a character and the next day wrote ten words using it on the
blackboard. A mistake does not lower the teacher’s image; it makes readers believe

you actually know him.

Flaw four: forced lyricism at the end. The body describes chalk on the podium,
and the ending suddenly declares you are a candle, a gardener, lighting our way. Test
it: read the ending alone; if it contains candle, gardener, or spring silkworm,
replace it. Fix: return to the detail from the body and add one intention of yours
For example: Mr. Wang, on my graduation day, I want to line up the chalk on your

podium for you.

Run the four self-check questions: can my essay be summarized in one sentence,
has a classmate written the same event, does my teacher have a clumsy side, does my

ending contain candles or gardeners. Pass all four and the composition stands.
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